LDS Church History Tour

Hill Cumorah Visitor Center in Palmyra, NY

Our family (5 youngest) went on a trip from July 6-24, 2022, to the eastern states to see LDS
Church and American History sites. We belong to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. The highlights of the trip were Kirtland, OH; Niagara Falls, NY; Palmyra, NY; Vermont,
Gettysburg, Washington DC, Harper’s Ferry and Nauvoo, IL.
It was a wonderful trip but a lot of driving. We rented a 7-passenger van and drove 6,646 miles
through 22 states and the District of Columbia. It was one for the memories to say the least.
Our daughter Cami and son-in-law Kaden flew out and spent time with us while in Washington
DC where she served her mission. They also spent time in Nashville, Tennessee where Kaden
served his mission.
I asked my daughters what their favorite part of the trip was. It was unanimous that they loved
Nauvoo, IL the most. They loved the missionaries! We visited Nauvoo in 2018 as well as the
Missouri church history sites of Independence, Liberty Jail, Haun’s Mill and Adam-ondi-Ahman.
We also visited Winter Quarters in Nebraska. They wanted to include Nauvoo in this trip as well.
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Itinerary
Date
Wed. July 6
Thur. July 7

Activities
Pocatello LDS Temple
Idaho Falls LDS Temple, Grandpa Walker’s grave, Mesa
Falls, West Yellowstone

City/Night
Pocatello, ID
Glendive, MT

Fri. July 8

Theodore Roosevelt NP, Medora, Mall of America

Minneapolis, MN

Sat. July 9

Lake Shore Drive in Chicago

Kirtland, OH

Sun. July 10
Mon. July 11
Tues. July 12
Wed. July 13
Thurs. July 14
Fri. July 15
Sat. July 16
Sun. July 17
Mon. July 18
Tues. July 19
Wed. July 20

Johnson Farm tour, Kirtland Temple tour, Kirtland tour,
Morey Farm, Temple quarry site
Lake Erie, Niagara Falls - Maid of the Mist
Lake Ontario, Smith Farm, Sacred Grove, Grandin Press,
Alvin Smith Grave, Martin Harris Farm, Hill Cumorah
Sacred Grove, Peter Whitmer Farm in Fayette, Palmyra
LDS Temple baptisms
Sharon, VT - Joseph Smith birthplace visitor center and
monument. Tasted Maple Creamies!
Priesthood Restoration Site in Harmony (Oakland), PA.
Valley Forge, Amish Country, Hershey Chocolate Factory
Gettysburg, Fort McHenry, WA DC Monuments on the
National Mall
Arlington Cemetery, Ford’s Theater, WA DC LDS Temple
Visitor Center
National Archives, American History Museum, Natural
History Museum, Holocaust Museum
National Zoo, Harpers Ferry NHP, Antietam Battlefield
Cincinnati, KY; Option we didn’t do - Hopewell Culture
NHP & Fort Ancient near Chilicothe, OH.

Kirtland, OH
Niagara Falls, NY
Palmyra, NY
Palmyra, NY
Albany, NY
Gettysburg, PA
WA DC
WA DC
WA DC
Morgantown, WV
Nauvoo, IL

Thurs. July 21

Nauvoo Pageant, Nauvoo LDS Temple baptisms

Nauvoo, IL

Fri. July 22
Sat. July 23

British Pageant
Winter Quarters Visitor Center in Nebraska

Nauvoo, IL
Laramie, WY

Sun. July 24

Drive home

We have been to Mount Rushmore in South Dakota on two previous occasions as a family so we
decided to take the northern route on this trip up through North Dakota. What a beautiful drive
through Montana, North Dakota, Minnesota and Wisconsin! It was a bucket list item for me to
drive across the country and this trip definitely did that.
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We started our trip by picking up the van Wednesday after work and driving to Pocatello, ID to
cut down on the drivetime it would take the next day to drive through Montana. We drove by the
new LDS Pocatello Temple before going for a swim in the hotel pool.
The next day we drove to Idaho Falls on the greenbelt to see the falls and Idaho Falls LDS
Temple. We then stopped at Lewisville Cemetery to see the grave of William Holmes Walker
who is Coleen’s great something grandpa, He was one of the first LDS missionaries to serve in
South Africa. It was there that he helped convert two of my grandpas that soon left to join the
saints in Utah. He also lived in Nauvoo and was a close friend to Joseph Smith. He was also part
of the Mormon Battalion. We were not aware of this relationship until recently.

William H Walker grave in Lewisville, ID Cemetery

We then drove past the inspiring views of the Grand Tetons on our way to scenic Upper Mesa
Falls. It is such a beautiful scene as you walk down to the falls and see the Rainbow that forms
from just the right lighting.
After seeing Mesa Falls, we ate lunch at a park in West Yellowstone and looked around at some
of the shops. We then spent the rest of the day driving across Montana. It is such a beautiful
state. I loved the drive along the Gallatin River!
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Upper Mesa Falls in Idaho

On Friday, we drove to Minneapolis, MN with stops at Theodore Roosevelt National Park near
Medora, ND and Mall of America. Another interesting thing we saw were a couple huge Metal
Sculptures along the Enchanted Highway that could be seen from the freeway. It’s a collection of
the world’s largest scrap metal sculptures along a 32-mile highway in North Dakota that crosses
the freeway.
We spent 3-4 hours driving through and exploring Theodore Roosevelt National Park. I love the
badlands and prairies that I’m not used to seeing. We saw Bison, Wild Horses, Coyote, Deer, and
Ground Hogs along the way. It was very green and a worthwhile drive. This area is what inspired
President Roosevelt to Preserve our National Parks! It’s the only National Park named after a
person. Medora was a cool little town that would have been fun to spend more time exploring.
We ended the evening at Mall of America. We had an hour to explore before it closed. That’s all
I needed as I’m not a fan of malls, but I have to admit that this was a little unique with the roller
coasters in the center of the mall.
The drive from Minneapolis to Kirtland was a long uneventful drive except for the detour we
made through Chicago. We drove the Lakeshore Drive from the zoo through downtown between
Lake Michigan and the skyscrapers. What a magnificent Drive! I wish we had more time.
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Theodore Roosevelt National Park

Mall of America
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Kirtland, Ohio

Our 3-day drive across the country brought us to the first stop of our tour in Kirtland, Ohio
where the saints lived temporarily on their movement westward.
Many sections of the Doctrine and Covenants were received here and it’s very significant
because Heavenly Father appeared with his son Jesus Christ on four documented occasions here.
He appeared in the upper room of the Kirtland Temple, upper room of the John Johnson farm
when section 76 was received, at the School of the Prophets in the upper room of the Newel K
Whitney Store and at a cabin that no longer exists on the Morley Farm. We visited all of these
sites and learned about each one of these visitations and the circumstances surrounding it..

Kirtland Temple

One of my favorite memories was talking about what took place here with my family on Sunday
morning while sitting outside the Kirtland Temple in the shade. The sites don’t open until 1pm
on Sundays so it was a nice time to relax and reflect after 3 long days of driving. When we did
take the tour of the temple, my favorite memory was standing and singing “The Spirit of God” as
a tour group inside the temple. It was a very spiritual day. Make sure to check out the cemetery
next to the temple for graves of a couple famous saints.

6

Upper room of the John Johnson farm where section 76 was received (short drive from Kirtland to Hiram, OH)
Upper room of the Newel K Whitney Store aka School of the Prophets
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Newel K Whitney Store

8

Taking a dip in Lake Erie at Wright Park Beach in Dunkirk, NY

On our drive from Kirtland to Niagara Falls we made a stop in Dunkirk to take a dip in Lake
Erie. We drove the scenic route along the lake instead of the freeway to enjoy the scenery. It
added less than an hour to our short drive and we avoided some tolls. I-90 has tolls from Chicago
to New York but it’s worth paying to save on time and all-time fuel prices hovering near the
unnecessary $5 mark.

Niagara Falls, NY

The Maid of the Mist was one of our favorites of the trip! It’s hard to beat a boat ride where you
are surrounded on three sides by a waterfall. You can also walk up some stairs when you get off
the boat to catch some wind and water spewing from the falls. Prepare to get wet! It was awe
inspiring and we enjoyed it immensely. Niagara Falls was a very worthwhile and iconic stop on
out tour.
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Niagara Falls, NY
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A 7-11 employee took our photo for their website as we took advantage of their promotion on 7/11/22 in Niagara Fls

On our way to Palmyra, we drove along Lakeshore Rd along Lake Ontario through Rochester to
get to Palmyra. We stopped at Oak Orchard lighthouse and walked out on the dike to get great
views of the lake.

Palmyra, NY

This stop is one of the main reasons we came on this trip. We spent 2 days in Palmyra. We were
excited to see the Smith Farm and Sacred Grove and Hill Cumorah. We also saw the Grandin
Building, Martin Harris Farm, Alvin Smith grave and Erie Canal. The four churches on each
corner are a unique stop in downtown Palmyra. Like in Kirtland, the tours given by missionaries
were great. Both senior couples and young sister missionaries give tours and answer questions.
We enjoyed the drive to Fayette to see the Whitmer Farm where the church was organized. It
was here that I had a spiritual witness of this work. We also did baptisms in the Palmyra Temple.
We enjoyed the fireflies at night in both Kirtland and Palmyra.
It’s amazing what I learned on this trip about church history. Going to these places will help me
remember better what I’ve learned. We also did virtual tours last winter of all of these sites
which prepared us more for the trip. We also listened to Saints; a history of the church produced
by the church. The sacrifice of so many is what makes this work so amazing!
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Historic Smith Family log cabin in Palmyra, NY

Upper room where Moroni appeared
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Sacred Grove

Palmyra LDS Temple
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Hill Cumorah
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Peter and Mary Whitmer Farm in Fayette, NY where the church was organized on April 6, 1830

16

Enjoying lunch at a Mennonite restaurant near Fayette. Very good food!

Sharon, Vermont

Sharon Vermont is the birthplace of the prophet Joseph Smith. There is a monument and visitor
center in his honor. The highlight is driving on the carts down to the old building foundations of
his grandparents. It was here that I saw or heard 3 eastern warblers and a Blue-headed Vireo,
birds I have never seen before. We hiked to the top of Patriarch Hill for awesome views of the
valley and surrounding hills. Vermont is very pretty, and I enjoyed driving along its rivers.
We tried a Maple Creamy named by the locals. It’s a maple flavored ice cream cone only found
in Vermont and New Hampshire. On our way back to Albany, NY where our hotel was, we also
drove a little out of our way to go to New Hampshire. We drove around the campus of
Dartmouth College. It was a long day of driving but very enjoyable.
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Joseph Smith birthplace memorial in Sharon, Vermont
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Enjoying Maple Creamies in Sharon, VT

Priesthood Restoration Site in Harmony, PA

This is a stop I wouldn’t miss if you’re in Palmyra seeing the church history sites. It’s a little out
of the way but worth it. We started by visiting the Susquehanna River where Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery were baptized. It’s a beautiful short walk down to the river where a multitude of
birds were singing.
We then went to the visitor center where you can visit the Aaronic Priesthood Restoration Area,
the Home of Isaac and Elizabeth Hale and the home of Joseph and Emma Smith.
We had fun picking up a box the weight of the Golden Plates. It gives you an extra appreciation
for what Joseph Smith did to keep the plates protected.
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Susquehanna River

Home of Isaac and Elizabeth Hale
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Valley Forge
We spent a couple hours at Valley Forge which positioned us perfectly to drive to Gettysburg
through Amish Country in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. We stopped at a couple of Amish
stores and tried some pretzels, jams, and pickled beets. It was fun to see horse-drawn buggy
signs on the side of the road. We saw a group harvesting Tobacco with their sickles. They are
such nice people. We also made a stop at Hershey to see the free tour at Chocolate World.
The highlights at Valley Forge were the visitor center, reconstructed army huts, National
Memorial Arch, Wayne Statue and Washington’s Headquarters. We didn’t have time to stop at
the Washington Memorial Chapel. The auto-tour route has other options to stop at as well but I
think we hit the biggest highlights for the time we had available.

Wayne Statue at Valley Forge
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Amish store

Hershey’s Chocalate World
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Gettysburg, PA
Gettysburg was a personal favorite of mine. I had studied up on it before I came and was
intrigued by the sequence of events and battles. I was overwhelmed with the blood that was spilt
over this conflict. I hope we can avoid this type of bloodshed in the future.
Gettysburg is a beautiful, green area. The highlight was the video and cyclorama at the visitor
center as well as the museum. Highlights along the auto-tour for me were the Eternal Light Peace
Memorial, Observation Tower along Warfield Ridge, Little Round Top, Pennsylvania Memorial
and finally Soldiers National Cemetery where Abraham Lincoln gave the Gettysburg Address.
I felt such a feeling of reverence along the tour. I have such a great respect for those that
sacrificed their lives for the freedoms that all people enjoy in this country.

Little Round Top at Gettysburg Battlefield
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Fort McHenry
I love the story of Fort McHenry! Imagine living in Baltimore and watching the battle ensue that
evening from your rooftop. Your bags are packed, knowing you will need to flee your home if
the ships get past the fort. The powerful British Army already burned Washington DC and you’re
next.
Imagine Francis Scott Key seeing it all from the enemy’s ship. I can’t imagine the feeling of
seeing the flag still waving the next morning after the night of conflict. What a beautiful story
behind our national anthem – The Star-Spangled Banner! We got to see the Star-Spangled
Banner a couple days later in the Museum of American History in Washington DC.
If this stop doesn’t make you feel patriotic, I don’t know what will. Make sure to watch the film,
see the cannons go off and tour the fort. Hopefully you can catch a Ranger led discussion about
this fort and the story of the Star-Spangled Banner.

Fort McHenry
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Washington DC
There is so much to see in Washington DC. You really must decide what you want to see and
plan for it. My personal favorite is Mount Vernon but we didn’t see it on this trip. I’ve been to
WA DC many times for work, but this was a first for my family.

We met my daughter and her husband Kaden at the hotel in downtown WA DC. We walked to
the national mall that Saturday evening to see the Capitol, White House and monuments. We got
drenched by a storm that passed through which cooled things down. Kaden and Cami had just
come from Nashville, TN where they spent a few days where Kaden served his LDS mission.
I love walking around the National Mall and seeing all the monuments remembering our veterans
and important people that helped make this country great. On Sunday, we spent the morning at
Arlington Cemetery, then a tour of Ford’s Theater and then the evening at the Washington DC
LDS Temple Visitor Center. What a day of reverence! The highlight was meeting Beatrice who
was a convert to the church that Cami taught. She has an amazing conversion story she told us.
On Monday we went to several museums and ended our DC stay by visiting the National Zoo on
Tuesday morning. WA DC was an amazing experience that the girls will always remember!
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Washington Monument
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World War II Monument

Riding the Metro to Arlington Cemetery
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Arlington Cemetery

Ford’s Theater
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The Washington DC Temple Visitor Center with Beatrice
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Museum of American History

Museum of Natural History
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National Zoo
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A few highlights from the museums were the original documents seen at the National Archives
including: the Declaration of Independence, Constitution and Bill of Rights. Also of importance
was the Magna Carta. The American History Museum contained the Star-Spangled Banner, and
the Natural History Museum contained the Hope Diamond plus a lot of other cool things I
enjoyed seeing.
The Holocaust Museum is a sobering experience and leaves you in a different mindset when
leaving. The battle of good and evil is evident in the events that took place surrounding the
holocaust. I hope we can learn from these events and never repeat them.
I love the feeling of reverence at Arlington Cemetery as I looked out across all the headstones
that represent the men and women who sacrificed their lives for this country. It makes me want
to do everything to uphold the standards of freedom that we hold dear. Witnessing the changing
of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is a must. Robert E Lee’s home and John F.
Kennedy’s graves are also highlights on this visit.
Ford’s Theater is another sobering story of a great President that turned the tide for this great
country. I loved hearing about Abraham Lincoln’s life and the events surrounding his
martyrdom. Our country has been blessed with some great leaders!

Harper’s Ferry & Antietam National Battlefield
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Harper’s Ferry National Historic Park was a fun stop! Make sure to learn about John Brown’s
Raid and it’s effect on the Civil War. Walk across the bridge on the Appalachian Trail. Hike to
Maryland Heights if time allows. The views of Harper’s Ferry are amazing from this high
viewpoint! What a beautiful location to just hang out and enjoy nature.
After we left Harper’s Ferry, we drove to nearby Antietam National Battlefield after operating
hours, so we didn’t see the visitor center. Antietam is known for the bloodiest day of the Civil
War. We drove the auto route and stopped at a few significant stops. Make sure to make a stop
on the Bloody Lane Trail and find out how it got its name. Make sure to climb the nearby tower
for views of the battlefield. I also enjoyed the walk to Burnside Bridge and learning the history
surrounding this battle.

Walking the Bloody Lane Trail at Antietam National Battlefield

We spent the following day driving to Nauvoo. I would have liked to have stopped to see the
Hopewell Culture NHP & Fort Ancient near Chillicothe, OH. It would have put us in late to
Keokuk near Nauvoo, so we decided to pass on this stop that I had planned. It was already a
long day of driving so I stuck to the freeway. We detoured down to Cincinnati to tack another
state onto our list and add a bird checklist for that state – Kentucky. We got to Carthage Jail
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after hours, so we didn’t experience Carthage Jail on this trip. We toured it four years ago and it
is a highlight of the LDS church history sites. It is the place where Joseph Smith and his brother
Hyrum were martyred. It’s hard to beat the spiritual manifestation I felt here anywhere on the
church history tour. It is a special place.

Nauvoo
A second trip to Nauvoo was the highlight of the trip for my girls. What made it the most special
was seeing Elder and Sister Mundy. Dusty is a cousin and living in my hometown of Meadow,
UT. They guided us on wagon and carriage rides and had us over to their home for root beer
floats and fresh corn on the cob.
They made us feel so welcome and we enjoyed our visit with them. We heard some funny stories
from their experience in Nauvoo that we had good laughs over. Our favorite was losing the
drummer off the back of the Brass Band Wagon when he went over a bump when trying to get to
another area quickly with the horses.

Our family with Elder and Sister Mundy
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We got to witness the Nauvoo and British Pageants in the evening on this trip. We were here
during the Nauvoo Pageant which brings in considerably more people.
The biggest highlight was Kensley being picked from the crowd for her second time to perform
in the evening program Sunset on the Mississippi performed by the Performing Missionaries.
She performed in the same skit the last time we came to Nauvoo. She was able to perform with
Al Carraway previously known as Al Fox and “The Tattooed Mormon” before she was married.
She is a convert to the church and an award-winning international speaker and author. She was
so fun with Kensley!

Kensley with Al Carraway aka “The Tattooed Mormon” after performing with Al in The Sunset on the Mississippi

We also saw John Bytheway at the play “The Promise” performed by the Performing
Missionaries. The performing missionaries are very talented actors, singers, and musicians. They
put on many musicals and performances throughout the day. There are also missionaries in the
Brass Band and senior couples and sister missionaries that give tours through the historic
buildings. The missionaries are why Nauvoo is the favorite for my girls. They are truly amazing!
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Another highlight was meeting Tom Pettit. We watched him every week when studying the
Doctrine and Covenants in the Come Follow Me program last year. Come Follow Me is the new
gospel study curriculum for members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Tom
Pettit has a website where he hosts “Beyond Come Follow Me”, a history behind the sections we
are studying in the Doctrine and Covenants.
I went up to Tom and asked if we could have a picture with him. He graciously obliged. I told
him that we followed him every Sunday and that I told the Deacons his Porter Rockwell stories
on our campouts. He had a big smile and said keep telling those church history stories.

Out family with Tom Pettit

Another highlight was doing baptisms in the Nauvoo Temple. Make sure to make an
appointment in advance.
Our girls hated to leave Nauvoo but it was time for the two-day journey back to Idaho. We
stopped at the Winter Quarters Visitor Center on the way home. We have been here before and I
think it’s probably the best visitor center that the church operates.
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Our family at the historic Sarah Granger Kimball Home (known for helping establish the Relief Society)

Come to Nauvoo and see the historic sites, see performances, and rub shoulders with the
awesome missionaries. Learn about this amazing time in the history of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. See how Jesus Christ blessed this amazing group of saints through
their afflictions and revealed miracles on their behalf. There is no place like Nauvoo!
This trip was a trip that will have an impact on my daughters for the rest of their lives. I hope it
instills in them the great people that made this church and country great. I hope they see the hand
of God in the welfare of this nation and the restoration of all things before the second coming of
our Savior Jesus Christ. I hope they understand that the way to be happy is to follow God. We
saw many examples on this trip of how God blesses his people and manifest himself to those
who have faith. We are a truly blessed people that live in this land!
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