Sleeping Deer Mountain
September 2019
Date
Location

Time
Late September 2019
Weather Clear; windy on Thursday;
Cache Creek Lakes
W.F. Camas Creek Lakes
Snowed Thursday night
Fish
Size
Cutthroat Trout; Grayling was
10-14”
Species
stocked in Cache Creek Lake #5 Range
Fish Caught Cutthroat Trout
Flies Used Hopper was dynamite on this trip for Westslope Cutthroat Trout
Techniques Dry fly
Comments WF Camas Creek Lake #3 was the only lake I felt was worth fishing. Cache
Creek Lake #5 was very good fishing for Cutthroat even though Grayling
are presumably present. I did not catch any Grayling on smaller flies but I
did not fish deep. I switched to a hopper for Cutthroat and had a heyday!

Sleeping Deer Lookout

I went with my coworker Daniel to Sleeping Deer Mountain to backpack into a few lakes to fish
and climb to a couple forest service lookouts. The biggest adventure however, was the 40 mile
drive from Challis, ID to the mountain. The road is a high, narrow road with steep drop-offs for
the majority of the way. The road is buffered by the Frank Church River of No Return
Wilderness for the last 25 miles allowing deep penetration into the largest wilderness in the
lower forty eight. It’s a beautiful area but it may not be for you if you’re afraid of heights.
The area is teaming with wildlife from Mountain Goats, Bighorn Sheep, Moose, Deer, Elk,
Wolves, Bear, Mountain Lion and even a Wolverine was spotted last year by some folks we
spoke to. We were lucky enough to see Mountain Goats, Deer and a Pine Marten. We saw
several hunters along Sleeping Deer Road and a few where we were backpacking.
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Sleeping Deer Mountain rises above the nearby peaks deep in the Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness

Itinerary:

Tuesday: Drive from Boise. Backpack in 2.5 miles to set up base camp at Cache Creek Lake #12.
Wednesday: 11 mile roundtrip hike to fish West Fork Camas Creek Lakes for Cutthroat
Thursday: 2 mile roundtrip hike to fish Cache Creek Lake #5 for Grayling. Hike to Sleeping Deer
Lookout and drive Sleeping Deer Road back to the base of Twin Peaks Lookout.
Friday: Hike to Twin Peaks Lookout. Drive the Scenic Custer Motorway on the way back to
Boise.
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Sleeping Deer Road
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Clearing rocks for a smoother drive along Sleeping Deer Road
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We arrived at the trailhead after a grueling drive averaging 10mph for the last 3 hours. The
views were stunning of mountains, peaks and canyons in all directions. Just pray that you don’t
have to pass somebody in a bad spot. You’ll need to be prepared to back up but we never had
to. We got lucky! You can see Rock Lakes at the end of the road. It’s a mile hike down to the
lake to fish for Rainbow Trout.

Rock Lakes near the end of Sleeping Deer Road

We hiked 2.5 miles into Cache Creek Lake #12 and set up camp. A group of hunters stopped by
our camp and we talked about wildlife being seen in the area. They mentioned that last year
Wolves howled each night where we were camping. They said they weren’t seeing many Elk
which is probably the reason no Wolves were in the area. They mentioned that there were
many Bighorn Sheep in the area but we didn’t see any. They said they spotted a Wolverine on
the other side of Sleeping Deer Mountain. It was definitely a cool place to see wildlife. It felt like
wilderness. There was a beautiful sunset that night that we watched from the edge of the lake
and an old collapsed cabin.
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Views from Cache Creek Lake #12
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DAY 2: The next day we did an 11 mile roundtrip hike over to West Fork Camas Creek Lakes. The
only lake that was deep enough to have good fishing was Camas Creek Lake #3. It’s shallow on
the north side of the lake where the trail is but its good fishing on the south side of the lake. I
caught a Cutthroat Trout the shape of a football. It was a fun fight to get it to shore.

8

WF Camas Creek Lake #3

Upper Camas Creek Lakes (below)
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Camas Creek Lake #2 – too shallow for fish

Hiking over to WF Camas Creek Lakes
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Cache Creek Lakes Basin

Cache Creek Lake #4
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The sunset back at base camp on the second night was also very beautiful.
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sd
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Night 2 at our campsite

DAY 3: We decided to hike up to Cache Creek Lake #5 to catching some Grayling. It’s a 2 mile
roundtrip cross-country hike over a ridge. We got to the lake and I tried smaller dry flies to see
if I could catch Grayling. I had no luck catching any Grayling on the surface. It was very windy
and I didn’t feel like fishing deep. I switched over to a hopper and started slamming the
Cutthroat. I was catching them on almost every cast in the 12-14” range. It was some very fun
fishing that I haven’t done for a while!
We got back to camp and packed up. We could feel a front coming and I didn’t want to drive
Sleeping Deer Road after a storm. We dropped our packs and hiked up to the lookout. What a
beautiful view in all directions. A sea of mountains everywhere you looked. I looked down on
the lake we had just fished a couple hours ago and noticed 6-8 Mountain Goats near the lakes
edge. I could see them right where I was standing while fishing.
We drove back across Sleeping Deer Road for about 3 hours until we got to the base of Twin
Peaks lookout at the wilderness boundary. I got my tent set up just as it started to rain.
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Cache Creek Lake #5 that has Grayling

The hike back to the trailhead across Sleeping Deer Mountain
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Sleeping Deer Forest Service Lookout
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DAY 4: We awoke to a skiff of snow just a couple hundred feet above us on the mountain. It had
rained and then froze to my tent. We drove part way up the mountain and then hiked the rest
of the way to Twin Peaks Lookout which is 4 miles roundtrip from Sleeping Deer Road. There
was a cold wind but we relished the views from on top of the world. Twin Peaks Lookout is the
highest manned Forest Service Lookout in the northwest and one of the highest in the west.

After we finished our hike we got a burger in Challis and decided to drive the Custer Motorway
on our way back to Boise. As if we haven’t been on enough dirt roads already. It was a beautiful
drive through the mountains to the ghost town of Custer and Bonanza. A highlight along the
way is a dredge that you can tour Memorial Day through Labor Day. The kids can also pan for
gold and get a tour of Custer State Park (ghost town of Custer).
What a fantastic four days in another wild part of Idaho!
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Twin Peaks Forest Service Lookout
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Custer Motorway
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