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Ruffneck Lake from the hike up to Ruffneck Lookout

We took the Boy Scouts (ages 12-14) on a four day scout camp. We base camped at Deadwood
Reservoir, did an overnight backpack trip to Langer Lake and canoed and kayaked Bear Valley
Creek. The boys loved it. The only bummer is that we had minor success fishing the entire trip.
For many of the boys it was their first time backpacking, kayaking and hiking to a forest service
lookout. It was also there first time witnessing a big thunderstorm while camping at Deadwood

Reservoir. A front rolled in and the wind was harsh, the lightning was dancing and the boys were
on edge. It’s a good thing one of the leaders got out of bed to check on them. One of the boys
went into the water trying to save a canoe and a couple kayaks that got blown in. They soon
learned a few lessons on lightning. The canoe was not to be found and we figured it would be on
the bottom of the reservoir. Lucky for us, the boys found it the next morning down the reservoir.
The rope tied to the canoe had snagged onto a log on the beach. I’m skeptical that happened on
its own or if there was a little more helping us other than just Mother Nature.

Basecamp at Deadwood Reservoir

Itinerary:
Day 1: Camp, fish, canoe and kayak at Deadwood Reservoir
Day 2: Backpack into Langer Lake and fish the surrounding lakes
Day 3: Hike to Ruffneck Lookout; chill back at Deadwood Reservoir base camp
Day 4: Canoe and kayak Bear Valley Creek
Darrin, our Scoutmaster, taught the boys about water safety, showed them how to cook and how
to throw knives. They also learned how to stitch a leg of a boy that fell from Luke, a Doctor. We
had a fun time hanging out at Deadwood Reservoir which is a beautiful reservoir. We had an
awesome campsite on the edge of the water.
DAY 2-3: We backpacked a couple miles into Langer Lake and set up our tents. This was the
first time the boys had been exposed to backcountry camping. We fished Island and Langer
Lakes with minimal success. We never went up to Ruffneck Lake which was the best known for
fishing. There was some confusion on the maps labeling the lakes wrong. We never discovered
Ruffneck Lake until the next morning on our hike to Ruffneck Lookout. I’ve been to this area
twice now without fishing that lake. A highlight that night was Darrin heard wolves howl a
couple of times. I missed it. The highlight of the trip was hiking up to Ruffneck Lookout. The
boys realized they can do hard things. The views were amazing and the person manning the
lookout gave them a tour and taught them how they use the instruments to locate fires. It was a
fun experience for everyone.
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DAY 4: After packing up camp, we canoed and kayaked a beautiful 7 mile stretch of Bear Valley
Creek from Bear Valley Campground to Fir Creek Trailhead Bridge. Darrin had taken me here
before with our daughters and I loved it. When we went the third week of August last year there
were King Salmon spawning in the river as we floated nearby. What a magical experience! The
boys had a great time floating this scenic stretch of family friendly water. We ran into a herd of
Elk. I recommend this trip to anyone.

The input near Bear Valley Campground

Side Note: We had originally planned to backpack into Red Mountain Lakes but I got reports the
week before from a family member that it was mostly burned a couple years ago and that the
fishing and mosquitos were terrible. That would have been a lot more convenient travel wise
than Langer Lakes but we decided to still stay at Deadwood Reservoir than base camp at Bull
Trout Lake last minute.
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