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I tacked a few days on to a work trip to Olympia, WA the beginning of June 2019 to explore the
Olympic Peninsula. The Olympic Peninsula is beautiful! There is a great variety from its rain
forests, mountain peaks and pristine, secluded beaches. My favorite however are the streams and
rivers that are home to returning Salmon and Steelhead.
I’ve been to the southern portion of the peninsula Salmon fishing with my uncles. Those are
some of the fondest memories I have in the outdoors. I caught some big King Salmon along with
Coho and Chum Salmon. It hasn’t been the same since they’ve both passed away.
The part I liked most about this trip are the secluded beaches that you can backpack into and
camp. Hiking the beaches, keeping the tide in mind, was a new experience for me. I love the
beaches of the Oregon coast but you get the same thing here without the crowds. I found a lot of
solitude on a couple of my hikes but it still gets crowded in the summer.
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Itinerary
Day1: Hurricane Ridge, Marymere Falls, Sol Duc Falls
Day2: Petroglyphs on the Ozette Triangle (9.4m loop). Cape Flattery, Shi Shi Beach (2 to 4.5m
one way). Rialto Beach (1m),
Day 3: 1-3 beaches near La Push (2m - .7m, 3 – 1.4m), Hoh Rain Forest, Ruby Beach, Quinalt
Rain Forest & lodge, Hotel at Ocean Shores

Views from Hurricane Ridge

I started my trip by picking up a rental car after work and driving to Port Angeles, WA that
evening. The following morning I drove the 17 miles to Hurricane Ridge. I spent half a day
hiking the short trails in the vicinity and soaking in the views. It was a clear, calm morning.
On the way back down the mountain I stopped at the Olympic National Park Visitor Center and
obtained a permit to camp on the coast. I borrowed a Bear canister which is required, which I
was later able to drop off at the Hoh Rainforest Visitor Center. I also got instructed on using the
map and tide charts so I knew which times I could navigate the headlands at low tide.
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I then stopped at Lake Crescent and did a short hike to Marymere Falls.

I then hiked into Sol Duc Falls which I found a lot more interesting.

The stream below Sol Duc Falls looking from the bridge that overlooks the falls

I stopped at Sol Duc Resort to check out the Hot Spring Pool. It would be fun to rent one of the
cabins here with the family.

I ended the day by backpacking three miles into Cape Alava where I camped (permit required)
for the night. I got there in plenty of time to just sit there in solitude and soak it all in as the high
tide slowly made its way closer to my camp. I loved watching the Black Oyster Catchers and
Bald Eagles and listening to the water crash into the rocks. It put me right to sleep. It was a
magical evening. There were others in the backpacking campground but I was in a place where I
felt alone.
Day 2
The next morning I hiked almost 4 miles down the coast at low tide. I had to avoid stepping on
the thousands of crabs that seemed to be everywhere. It was fun looking at all the creatures in the
tide pools. I saw Raccoons, Otters, Deer and a variety of birds along the way.
The highlight, however, were the petroglyphs at Wedding Rocks. You’ll find them were the
overland trail meets the ocean on the southern end. They are on rocks above the high tide mark.
It took me a while to finally find them as I didn’t know where to look other than Wedding Rocks.
This 9.4 mile backpacking trip was the highlight of the trip. I’ve never experienced backpacking
along the beach before. It gave me a good taste of what the rest of the trail along the coast is like.
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I made it back to the trailhead without seeing a Bear although they were in the area. I was hiking
in a rainforest and I didn’t get any rain the three days I was on my trip. That doesn’t mean you
don’t get wet. There is a lot of moisture in the clouds when they roll inland and it creates a mist
in the air that eventually gets you wet and all the plants that rub against you all wet. What a
unique experience!
After finishing the backpacking trip which was still very early, I drove to the Makah Indian
Reservation to see Cape Flattery and hike into Shi Shi Beach. These are a must see if you’re
traveling to the Olympic Peninsula. The Beauty of this place is amazing!
There is a $10 permit that you can pick up at many locations in Neah Bay to park at the sights on
the reservation. I also failed to mention that you need a National Parks Pass to visit many but not
all of the places mentioned in this article. You don’t need a pass for many of the beaches. The
overnight permit cost about $14. There are also places to eat at Neah Bay.
My favorite view (Cape Flattery) and beach (Shi Shi) on the Pacific Coast are on the reservation.
I was amazed at the sea stacks and caves at Cape Flattery and the two-mile beach, waterfall,
pillars and solitude at Shi Shi. It also helped to see Whales just offshore. The memories of this
place will stick with me for a long, long time.
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I drove down to Rialto Beach later that afternoon and hiked a mile or so over along the beach to
Hole in the Wall which is an arch surrounded by beautiful scenery. Unlike the fine white sands
of Shi Shi this hike was mostly on pebbles.
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I decided to catch the sunset at Second Beach near La Push. I’m glad I did this short hike but I
wish I would have got a permit to camp on the Beach. Instead, I ended up sleeping in the car
since you couldn’t pitch a tent at the trailhead. What a beautiful beach to watch the sunset!

Day 3
I started the day at first light by driving down to the beach at La Push. It was here that I admired
about 30 Bald Eagles along the beach and River. I love the sound of Bald Eagles!
I then did a short hike to Beach 3 which is an amazing beach. It also has a lot of sea stacks and a
waterfall and long sandy beach. You can get permits to camp at any of these beaches.
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By the time I got back it was time for Breakfast. I stopped in Forks, WA known for it’s vampires
from the Twilight episodes. I noticed a building that showed the vampire threat today was high!
They have the Twilight Festival in September.
After breakfast I headed to the Hoh Rain Forest just in time for the Visitor Center to open. I
returned my Bear canister (free with the permit) and hiked all the short loop trails and a short
jaunt up the Hoh River Trail. The moss hanging on the trees is amazing. The river is beautiful as
well. The highlight was finding a Barred owl as I entered the park.
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That afternoon I went to Ruby Beach. It is one of the most beautiful beaches I encountered but
its right along the highway so there were many people. It’s definitely worth a stop due to easy
access.
I also stopped at many of the beaches between Ruby Beach and Queets for a short walk and
view. I wasn’t aware of it or I would have stopped to see the Kalaloch Tree of Life. A stream has
undercut the tree where it sits at the edge of a bluff. The only thing keeping it up are a few roots
grown out to the sides. People wonder how long it will be before it falls.
I also stopped at the Quinalt Rain Forest and Lodge. It’s a quaint little community that I enjoyed.
Someday I want to hike to the Enchanted Valley which is just up the road from here.
From Quinalt, I drove on the first road that took me back out to the beaches. I was intrigued by
Washington’s new beach town called Seabrook, established in 2004. It’s a new town that has a
unique feel compared to all the other communities along the coast. The unique thing about this
part of the coast is that you can drive on the beaches. For miles if you’d like. There’s nothing
pristine about them but that is a perk you don’t get everywhere. If you like the idea of driving up,
building a fire and cooking on the beach then this is the place for that. I spent the last night in
Ocean Shores. It was a great place to spend the night before driving back to Idaho the next day.
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The view from my hotel at Ocean Shores where I watched people ride horses along the beach

