Nauvoo Family Trip
June 2018

The girls in front of the Nauvoo Temple

We decided to take a vacation to see the church historical sites (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints) in the Midwestern United States. It will likely be our last family trip with all of us
together as we now know it. We wanted to learn more about church history and see where it
all took place. We also wanted to learn about our own family history and learn of their stories
as many family members have ties to these historical sites.
We had family that lived in Nauvoo, IL, Winter Quarters, NE, and we also had family die in
Martin’s Cove in WY on their travels across the plains to Utah. Their stories of embracing the
gospel and coming to America to gather in Zion are inspiring and amazing. I’m glad our children
got to learn more about their heritage. It has been their favorite vacation and that includes
Disneyland!
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Itinerary

June 6 (Wed): Drive to Maisey’s after work on Wednesday night
1. June 7 (Thurs): Drive from Ogden, UT to Omaha, NE – 13hrs
2. June 8 (Fri): Winter Quarters visitor center, Kanesville Tabernacle visitor center, Far West,
Haun’s Mill, and Adam-Ondi-Ahman
3. June 9 (Sat): Independence visitor center, Community of Christ Temple, Liberty Jail, Oliver
Cowdery gravesite in Richmond, MO, baptisms in Kansas City Temple
4. June 10 (Sun): Hannibal Missouri - Mississippi boat ride, Nauvoo
5. June 11 (Mon): Nauvoo, baptisms in Nauvoo Temple
6. June 12 (Tues): Nauvoo, Carthage Jail
7. June 13 (Wed): Walnut Grove – Laura Ingalls Wilder museum and dugout home on Plum Creek
8. June 14 (Thurs): Sioux Falls, Badlands NP, Mt Rushmore Monument
9. June 15 (Fri): Custer State Park, Wind Caves NP
10. June 16 (Sat): Martin’s Cove – pulled handcarts 5 miles. Traveled home

Our family starting the 5-mile roundtrip trek to Martins Cove from the visitor center

The highlight of the trip was Nauvoo. We loved it! I should have scheduled an extra day. The
girls didn’t want to leave. They loved watching the youth missionaries perform and tour all the
historical buildings. They also liked the horse and oxen rides. The thing I loved most was hearing
all the inspiring pioneer stories. It’s amazing what they were willing to do to follow their Savior
and build Zion. There is a very peaceful feeling about Nauvoo.
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One of the biggest highlights was doing baptisms in the Nauvoo Temple. The highlights go on
and on but we also really liked the “Trail of Hope”. The Trail of Hope was a program put on by
the missionaries. They tell you stories of the pioneers when they were forced from their homes
and began their exodus to Utah. These stories were told by actors at different stations as you
walked down Parley Street toward the Mississippi River where they said goodbye to their
beloved city forever.
We have a Grandpa William Holmes Walker that ran the Nauvoo Mansion House while the
Prophet Joseph Smith lived there. He was good friends with the prophet. It was neat to tour
this building with the girls. William Walker also happened to be in Hauns Mill the day of the
massacre. His father was shot and the family left thinking he was dead. It wasn’t for several
days that they realized he was alive. It was neat visiting Haun’s Mill knowing of the family
history that took place there. It was also neat to visit nearby Far West and Adam-Ondi-Ahman. I
loved the rolling hills in this part of the state of Missouri. I saw birds here that I’d never seen
before including the Dickcisell, Northern Bobwhite and Baltimore Oriole.
Some of the most touching stories were those of Joseph Smith in Liberty Jail and Carthage Jail.
He went through much tribulation in Liberty Jail and toward the end received one of the
greatest revelations in my mind in Doctrine and Covenants Sections 121-123. He was blessed
for enduring well. Visiting Carthage Jail where the martyrdom of Joseph Smith took place was
an experience I’ll always remember. The feelings I felt were of reverence and gratitude for his
life and accomplishments. There is a special spirit that resides at these two jails.
Our family in Carthage Jail
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We enjoyed the visitor center in Independence, MO and the site of the future temple in the
New Jerusalem. We were also happy to be able to visit the Community of Christ Temple across
the street that owns much of the property in the area. I found it interesting to see the direction
that these two churches have taken since the time of Joseph Smith.

The sister that gave us our tour in Independence came from a family of 8 sisters as well. She was #5 of 8

We learned a lot at the visitor centers in Winter Quarters, Nebraska and Kanesville Tabernacle,
Iowa. It was here that many immigrants spent the winter before continuing on to Utah. I also
have family ties to this area: I recently discovered that William Holmes Walker (my wife’s
grandpa previously mentioned) preached the gospel to my grandparents in South Africa. I
eventually discovered this relationship due to the research we did preparing for this trip. All of
my girls researched a family member and reported their finding in a couple of family gatherings.
The Talbot and Wiggill families (grandparents) were converted to the gospel and traveled
together on the same ship to America “The Race Horse”. The captain said they were
miraculously saved from a bad storm before reaching Boston due to the faith and prayers of the
“Mormons”. It was on this ship that Thomas Talbot (23) and Margaret Wiggill (16) fell in love.
They got married when they arrived in Florence, Nebraska. They spent their honeymoon
crossing the plains in a covered wagon on their way to Utah. My girls now have another
amazing story to tell…
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Our last stop on the trip was Martin’s Cove visitor center in Wyoming. It was here that a couple
groups of handcart pioneers and wagon companies got stranded and needed to be rescued.
Many lost their lives across the plains of Wyoming when an early storm hit this area. Our family
pulled two handcarts for five miles on our roundtrip trek to Martin’s Cove from the Visitor
Center. This area means a lot to me. The house across the street from where I grew up was
built by my grandpa William Stewart who crossed the plains with the Willie & Martin Handcart
Company. He was with the Hodgett Wagon Company and owned a wagon. He was a carpenter
and was asked to stay behind in St. Louis by Brigham Young to build handcart wheels. He came
out with the last company and lost his wife and newborn baby while crossing the plains near
Martin’s Cove due to the harsh conditions and physical strain during pregnancy. He is buried in
the Meadow Cemetery and a person I remember when I think I have things tough. Martin’s
Cove has always been hallowed ground after hearing how my grandma and her child lost her
life at this location.

Our family pulling handcarts along the Sweetwater near Martin’s Cove, WY

To walk in the footsteps and learn more about our family history and what took place at these
church historical sites was very meaningful to our family. It was a blessing to our children who I
think will have a better understanding and memory of their heritage after visiting these sites
and hearing their stories where it took place.
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On our way to Nauvoo, we visited Hannibal, MO known for the boyhood home of Mark Twain.
We toured downtown and took a ride down the Mississippi River. The girls learned about Tom
Sawyer and Huck Finn and loved the boat ride.

Our trip down the Mississippi River on the Mark Twain Riverboat

We visited Walnut Grove, Minnesota on our way home from Nauvoo. Our family likes Little
House on the Prairie. We visited the Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum and the remains of her
dugout house on Plum Creek just outside of town. It was a unique stop that we all enjoyed.
We also visited Badlands National Park, Mount Rushmore, Custer State Park and Wind Caves
National Park on the way back. We love the South Hills and could have stayed longer here as
well. The girls loved the wildlife especially at Custer State Park and touring a cave for the first
time for the smaller girls. We visited this area a few years back and could come back again.
We loved Mount Rushmore and attending the ceremony that evening. We live in such a blessed
Nation. It was great to be reminded of all of our freedoms and pay tribute to all those who have
sacrificed their lives and time for this country. It was very patriotic and added a great deal to
our trip. This was a trip that our family will always remember and one they’ll benefit from
experiencing.
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Our family at Mount Rushmore

The following are more photos and video from the trip:

Kensley participating in a play in Nauvoo: https://flic.kr/p/29pu5Dn
https://flic.kr/p/NEecvb
Singing Love at home in Nauvoo: https://flic.kr/p/29puHFD
Nauvoo Brass Band and Young Performing Missionaries: https://flic.kr/p/25Uc3rJ
Feeding Burrows at Custer State Park: https://flic.kr/p/2aMSWtV
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The original Cabela’s in Sidney, NE

Wall Drug, SD
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Winter Quarters, Nebraska
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Kanesville Tabernacle Visitor Center in Council Bluffs, Iowa
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Far West (above)

Adam-Ondi-Ahman (below)
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Independence, MO Visitor Center

Community of Christ Temple in Independence, MO
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Kansas City, MO Temple

Liberty Jail
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Hannibal, Missouri

Mark Twain Boat Ride down the Mississippi
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Mississippi boat ride

Nauvoo, IL (below)
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Nauvoo, Illinoise
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Nauvoo, IL – Seventies Hall (below)
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Red Brick Store – Nauvoo, IL
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Nauvoo Mansion House

Browning Gunsmith Shop
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Carthage Jail - Carthage, Illinoise
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Carthage Jail
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Joseph and Hyrum – Nauvoo, IL

Fort Madison, Iowa
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Walnut Grove, Minnesota

Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum (below)
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Laura’s Dugout Home on Plum Creek

Sioux Falls, South Dakota
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Badlands National Park, South Dakota
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Mount Rushmore, SD

Custer State Park, SD
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Wind Caves National Park, SD
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Pulling handcarts at Martin’s Cove, Wyoming
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Pulling handcarts at Martin’s Cove, Wyoming
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Nauvoo, IL Temple
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