Twin Shaw Lakes
11th Annual Daddy-daughter Adventure

The girls at Upper Shaw Lake

On Aug. 14-15, 2017 we (Brynn, Hailey, Kylie & Madilyn) decided to hike into Twin Shaw Lakes
near McCall, ID. This was Madilyn’s (7) first backpacking adventure with us. It was a lot of fun
having her come and she was way excited. She ended up catching the largest fish measuring
about 11 inches. We just had a storm that cooled things down and cleared out all the smoke so

it was perfect timing. We had the place to ourselves since we left on a Monday. I wanted to
avoid the traffic from the eclipse this weekend that is supposed to draw tons of people to the
area.
The hike is two miles round trip to the upper lake where we camped. It has a beautiful campsite
near the outlet. The Huckleberries were just starting but the place will be full of them once they
ripen. We spent most of our time fishing. We caught several Cutthroat mostly 10” and smaller.
No big fish but plenty of action which works great for my daughters. It was neat to think that
we may have caught fish planted by the Bingham’s. Their son planted fish in this lake a few
years ago for his Eagle Project. The girls usually swim but it was a little chilly for that on this
particular day. They enjoyed reading in the hammock and we also came up with a few plays to
perform for each other. We had a really good time!

Campsite at Upper Shaw Lake

I hiked with Cami and Jacie to Hyndman Peak last week for our daddy-daughter. I wanted to do
something a little more challenging for them. It was a trip to remember! See article:
http://jasonbackcountry.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Hyndman-Peak-2017.pdf
I’ve enjoyed many outings with my daughters over the years. It has become a tradition that we
all look forward to every year. It’s great to build these kind of relationships with my daughters.

Past Daddy-daughter Adventures: http://jasonbackcountry.com/more-adventures/daddy-daughter-dates
2007 – Jenny Lake near Idaho City (Kalyn & Cami)
2008 – Sawtooth Lake near Stanley (Kalyn & Cami)
2009 – Shirts Lake near Cascade (Kalyn, Cami, Jacie, Brynn and uncles and cousins)
2010 – Norton Lakes near Sun Valley (Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Jeff, Jen & Julia)
2011 – Iron Bog Lake near Arco & caving at Craters of the Moon National Monument
(Kalyn, Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey, Jeff, Jen & Julia)
2012 – Snowslide Lake near McCall, canoeing Payette Lake & Parnell Beach
(Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey, Jeff, Jen, Julia, Ken & Emma)
2013 – Boulder Lake near McCall & Rafting the NF Payette River
(Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey, Jeff, Jen, Julia, Ken & Emma)
2014 – Curtis Lake near Cascade & Parnell Beach
(Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey, Kylie, Jeff, Jen & Julia)
2015 – Ride horses in the Sawtooth Wilderness & bike Ketchum greenbelt (Kalyn and I)
2016 – Marten Lake and Canoeing Bear Valley Creek
(Darrin, Shelby, Lauren, Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey, Kylie and I)
2017 - Hyndman Peak near SunValley & Canoeing at Redfish Lake (Cami, Jacie and I)

The girls at Lower Shaw Lake

Twin Shaw Lakes are east of McCall. They aren’t as well-known as nearby Boulder and Louie
Lakes. There is a road that heads off to the north from the road on the way to Boulder Lake. It’s
just over five miles on a decent road that is steep in a few places to reach the unmarked
trailhead. Just before the main road dead ends at the summit, there is a road that you’ll see to
the left. Find parking anywhere once you get onto this road. Follow the road to the unmarked
trailhead.
The trail gains little elevation to the first lake. You’ll follow a beautiful manmade stream for part
of the hike. There is also a boggy area and small stream crossing on logs. You may have to do
some cross-country early in the season to keep your feet dry. Look for huckleberries mid to late
August.
Once you reach the lake go left (north side of lake) and keep on the trail right next to the lake
(water’s edge in places). Once you reach the east end of the lake it’s a short, steep trail to the
upper lake. There is a nice campsite near the outlet on the south side. It’s a very scenic lake
with Pika calling from the cliffs. It’s a great alpine lake hike for smaller children because of the
distance.

Hiking to the upper lake

Upper Shaw Lake

Fishing at Upper Shaw Lake

Fishing at upper Shaw Lake – a possible fish planted from the Eagle Scout project

Chilling at Upper Shaw Lake

Fishing Upper Shaw Lake

Fishing at Upper Shaw Lake in the morning

Packing up and heading out (campsite – above, Lower Shaw Lake trail – below)

Swimming at Payette Lake at Ponderosa State park after the hike and after pizza in McCall

