Hyndman Peak
11th Annual Daddy-daughter Adventure

Enjoying the views atop 12,009’ Hyndman Peak – Aug. 4, 2017

It was time for another daddy-daughter adventure. This year I decided to bag Hyndman Peak
with Cami and Jacie before they started high school soccer. I wanted to do something a little
more challenging that I knew they could accomplish. The younger girls and I will backpack into a
lake in a couple weeks. I always look forward to getting my daughters into the outdoors. I knew

this would be a little nerve racking and challenging but I knew they would grow from it.
Teaching them that they can do hard things will greatly benefit their lives.

Hyndman Peak is Idaho’s 9th highest peak (12,009’) and the tallest peak in the Pioneer
Mountains. It is arguably the easiest peak to access/climb of Idaho’s nine 12er’s. It is a 12 mile
roundtrip out-and-back hike that will take you over 5,000’ in elevation gain from the trailhead.
You start the hike crossing a stream on a bridge and continue walking gradually through Aspen
groves and Sagebrush hillsides toward Cobb Peak. After a good climb out of the canyon, you
then make your way through alpine meadows covered with a beautiful variety of flowers. The
last jaunt is a steep climb through boulders to reach the top.

Sundance Lake

I hiked to the ridge between Hyndman and Old Hyndman and then followed a goat trail to the
top from there. The view of Wildhorse Canyon is amazing once you reach the ridge. The
Mountain Goats seen in this area were also a delight. There is a more direct climb at the base of
the peak before the ridge as well which is the way we came back. The 360 degree views atop
Hyndman are stunning. The surrounding peaks of the Pioneers, White Clouds and Lost River
Range make this a view to remember! It was a great accomplishment to reach the top.

Resting at the saddle between Hyndman and Old Hyndman before the final ascent

Directions:
You can access the trailhead from highway 75 between Hailey and Ketchum. Turn east on East
Fork Road through the small town of Triumph. Take a strong left just over a mile past town.
Take the next left after 3 miles at the T and you’ll arrive at the trailhead after another mile or
so. There will be a small parking lot with a pit toilet and a sign marking the trail.

We seem to push the limits of fun and excitement each year of our daddy-daughter adventures.
We’ve been backpacking, canoeing, fishing, spelunking, biking, white-water rafting and horse
riding but this is the first time we’ve bagged a peak. They’ve all been a blast but bagging a peak
that requires courage and 12 hours hiking will certainly stick out in their mind as a great feat.
We also canoed Redfish Lake and soaked at Kirkham Hot Springs the next day.
Past Daddy-daughter Adventures:
2007 – Jenny Lake near Idaho City (Kalyn & Cami)
2008 – Sawtooth Lake near Stanley (Kalyn & Cami)
2009 – Shirts Lake near Cascade (Kalyn, Cami, Jacie, Brynn and uncles and cousins)
2010 – Norton Lakes near Sun Valley (Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Jeff, Jen & Julia)
2011 – Iron Bog Lake near Arco & caving at Craters of the Moon National Monument
(Kalyn, Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey, Jeff, Jen & Julia)
2012 – Snowslide Lake near McCall, canoeing Payette Lake & Parnell Beach
(Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey, Jeff, Jen, Julia, Ken & Emma)
2013 – Boulder Lake near McCall & Rafting the NF Payette River
(Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey, Jeff, Jen, Julia, Ken & Emma)
2014 – Curtis Lake near Cascade & Parnell Beach
(Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey, Kylie, Jeff, Jen & Julia)
2015 – Ride horses in the Sawtooth Wilderness & bike Ketchum greenbelt (Kalyn and I)
2016 – Marten Lake and Canoeing Bear Valley Creek
(Darrin, Shelby, Lauren, Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey, Kylie and I)

Canoeing at Redfish Lake and soaking at Kirkham Hot Springs

