Camping at Bull Trout Lake

Bull Trout Lake view from near our campsite

We went camping as a family on July 23, 2017 to Bull Trout Campground in central Idaho. It is a
beautiful area. It opened late and closed early this season. It opened late due to heavy snows
and closed early due to Black Bears. I guess there were Bear problems while we were there but
we didn’t notice any. A week later they decided to shut down the campground because of
several Bears acclimating to the human environment. It definitely felt like a wild place! And to
top it off, it was the first night I ever slept in a hammock!
More details: https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/boise/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=5200&actid=29

We had a great time swimming and fishing in Bull Trout Lake and nearby Martin Lake. We had a
lot of success fishing the inlet of Bull Trout Lake. We caught several small Brook Trout and
Rainbow Trout all under 12”. I was told by fellow campers that they caught a few that were 15”.
The girls were throwing spinners and I barely got my fly in the water because I was too busy
helping them. We hiked over to the inlet from the southernmost campground which was where
we camped. The campground is only a couple miles off the highway so it was very convenient.

We had a blast fishing from the sandbar at the inlet of Bull Trout Lake

Just downstream from the outlet of Bull Trout Lake

Campsite #14

Our first campsite at the north end of the lake

When we arrived we found a really nice campsite at the north end of the lake. After getting our
tent set up and everything unpacked, we were told that it was reserved. The camp host
apologized for not having it properly marked. Luckily, there was one campsite left on the south
end of the lake near the inlet. It ended up being a great place to go fishing that evening.
I went for a walk the next morning on the Kirkham Ridge Trail looking for wildlife. It is a
beautiful setting walking along the stream, in and out of little meadows. I also walked by Martin
Lake as the fog rose from the water. It was a beautiful morning walk.

Martin Lake

After we packed up our camp, we headed over to Martin Lake to fish and swim. The kids loved
jumping off the floating docks and paddling across the lake in the raft. We also caught a few
more Rainbows. The mosquitos were annoying but not real bad. We had a really good time!

Martin Lake (we miss Cami who decided to go water skiing with friends)

