Wood River Campground & Baker Lake
Wood River Campground is north of Ketchum, ID along the Bigwood River. It is in the heart of
some of my favorite area to explore. It sits in the valley between the Boulder Mountains and
Smoky Mountains. We attended a ranger talk on bats at the campground amphitheater. One of
my memories from this campout was the Ranger assuring my girls that bats won’t get caught in
their hair. It is a nice shady campground in a beautiful area.
The Harriman Trail runs through the campground. It is a great trail that runs along the river
from Galena Summit to the Sawtooth National Recreation Area Headquarters. The Harriman
Trail connects to the paved Wood River Trail that takes you to Sun Valley and all the way to
Bellevue. There are many other mountain biking trails in the area as well.
I caught small Rainbow Trout out of the Bigwood River with my fly rod which was a hoot. There
are also several mountain lakes in the nearby Smoky Mountains (see my articles) that are easy
to access that have good fishing for average sized Cutthroat. We hiked 2 miles into Baker Lake
one day with all the kids. This was their first experience hiking into Idaho’s backcountry.
We also did a lot of exploring east of Sun Valley up Trail Creek Road and throughout the valley
where we camped. We had fun soaking at nearby Easley Hot Springs and visiting the SNRA
Headquarters. There is also a viewing platform along the highway to look for Mountain Goats
up in the cliffs of the Boulder Mountains. We spent an evening driving around looking for
wildlife. We were hoping to find Wolves but had no luck.
We drove up through Ketchum and went home via Stanley and Garden Valley. It is a very scenic
loop drive that I would highly recommend. We stopped at Redfish Lake and several other
roadside attractions. Make sure to stop at the fish hatchery. The views of the Sawtooth
Mountains are incredible and my favorite area in the state.
We checked out Bull Trout Lake and it looks like a good future camping location. We stopped
for one last dip at Sacajawea Hot Springs at Grandjean before calling it a trip. Grandjean
Campground is another great camping location. My friends heard Wolves howling during the
night on their stay.
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Heading back to the car from our Baker Lake hike

The girls on the dock at Martin Lake near Bull Trout Lake

Soaking in Sacajawea Hot Springs on the SF Payette River near Grandjean

