Utah Canyonlands 2016
Bryce Canyon, Zion Narrows, Kanarraville Canyon & Red Cliffs PReserve

Zion Narrows

We went to several southern Utah locations in March and July of this year. Hailey had the 4th
grade National Parks Pass celebrating the 100 year anniversary of the national parks. Kalyn was
also in Cedar City going to school so we vacationed in the area to be able to see her more. We
also got to see many other family and friends because it was also my 25 year high school class
reunion.

Itinerary (July 1-11, 2016):

Saturday - 25 year Millard High School Class of 91 Reunion
Sunday – Genealogy trip to cemeteries
Monday – Parowan 4th of July Parade, Toquerville Falls
Tuesday - Bryce Canyon National Park – Inspiration Point to Sunrise Point via Navajo Loop (Wall Street) and Queens
Garden trails
Wednesday – Kanarraville Canyon, St. George Temple
Thursday - Zion National Park – Zion Narrows
Friday – Work in parent’s yard
Saturday – Ride four-wheelers in Meadow
Sunday – Kylie’s birthday

Spring Break (March 18-27, 2016):

Easter egg hunt & soccer games at Maisey’s
Red Cliffs Preserve
Zion National Park – Kolob Canyon section trails
St. George Temple Visitor Center & Children’s Museum
Easter at Grandmas

Family Easter photo

We began our trip a few weeks previous with our children researching their grandparent’s
history in Family Search. The plan was for each child to choose a set of grandparents and to
research and present their life history while standing at their graves. We went to Meadow,
Fillmore, Hinckley & Oak City cemeteries in Utah. It was the most rewarding part of our trip. We
all learned so much about our family history and my parents were there to add more to the
conversation. It jump started my interest in getting all our family documentation scanned and
into Family Search.
The girls told stories that sparked my interest. While on our trip, I got all of our family history
from under the bed and scanned it when I got back to Idaho. I’m in the process of sorting
through it so I can upload the history into Family Search so it will be available to everyone in the
family. I’ve done much reading since and have discovered many wonderful stories about my
ancestors. I can now carry on conversations about my heritage, which I couldn’t do before.

Kylie presenting the life history of one of her grandparents

I also went to my 25 year class reunion. It was fun to see so many that I haven’t seen since high
school. It’s great to hear how everyone is doing and to see where their lives have taken them. It
brought back a lot of great memories!

25 year Millard High School class of 91 reunion

Toquerville Falls
We spent a few days with my sister in Cedar City where my daughter was staying. We love
staying with them and we always do fun things together with the kids. After going to the 4th of
July parade in Parowan, we headed to Toquerville Falls with my sister and brother and their
families. My family divided up between my siblings vehicles due to the very rough road. There is
no way my van would make it but their vehicles had high clearance. We had fun swimming.

Swimming at Toquerville Falls with Ryan and Jenny’s families

All the cousins on our trip at Toquerville Falls

Bryce Canyon National Park
We went with Ryan’s family to Bryce Canyon National Park. We hiked from Inspiration Point to
Sunrise Point via Navajo Loop (Wall Street) and Queens Garden trails. I estimate it to be about 4
miles. It’s a great hike because you hike downhill along the rim and then you hike down through
a slot canyon (Wall Street) on the Navajo Loop and come back up on The Queens Garden Trail
that has some magnificent formations. We parked at Sunrise Point and took the free shuttle up
to Inspiration Point. We all loved this hike! It’s perfect for the kids.

Coleen and Kylie hiking down Wall Street in Bryce Canyon National Park

Kanarraville Canyon
Just south of Cedar City is the little town of Kanarraville. There is a parking lot east of town
where the hike begins. There is a $10 fee to park. Kanarraville is a spectacular slot canyon that
is simple to get to with a short hike. Coleen spent time in the park in town with the youngest
girls while I took the older girls through the slot canyon. One of the highlights on this hike are
the two ladders you climb to get over the waterfalls. I think it’s a couple miles at the most to
get above the second ladder. Shortly after that you are out of the slot but you can still hike up
the canyon a ways.
After the hike we headed to St George to do baptisms in the temple. We then went out to
Chuck A Rama afterwards for dinner. We then went back to the house and met Andy and Jenny
who were gone for a couple of days on a work retreat.

See Part 2 for the rest of the article

