Utah Canyonlands 2016
Bryce Canyon, Zion Narrows, Kanarraville Canyon & Red Cliffs Reserve

Part 2
Zion National Park – Zion Narrows
After several fun days in southern Utah at Toquerville Falls, Kanarraville Canyon & Bryce Canyon
National Park we decided to end it with a bang and hike the Narrows. We hiked about 3 miles
one-way up the canyon. The water level was perfect and the girls had a blast jumping into the
deeper pools. We rode the shuttle from the visitor center and we weren’t required to have a
permit since it was a one-day in-and-out hike. Permits are required for overnighters or if you go
past a certain distance up the canyon which is about 5 miles. This bottom stretch of canyon is
spectacular! It was crowded but definitely the highlight of our destinations in southern Utah.
The girls had fun reacquainting themselves with a couple of cousins that came with us.

Hiking the Narrows – July 2016

Before heading back to Meadow we stopped by my cousin’s house for the kids to play with
some puppies. We also drove up to Cedar Break National Monument above Cedar City with my
sister’s family. It is a very scenic drive! Friday morning Kalyn cut most the girls hair, gave a few
waxes and a manicure. I guess we were ready to go to grandmas now.

We spent the weekend helping my parents with their yard work. I laid down some weed barrier
and rock to make the yard more manageable. We also took a break and rode my aunt’s four
wheelers up the canyon. This was one of my girls’ favorite activities of the trip. Fun vacation!

Riding four wheelers up Meadow Canyon

Celebrating Kylie’s birthday (below)

Spring Break 2016
We also visited some cool canyon country during spring break. We went to Red Cliffs Reserve
and the Kolob Canyon section of Zion National Park. We also went to the St. George Temple
visitor center and Children’s Museum. We ended the trip back in Meadow celebrating Easter.
Red Cliffs Reserve
We started our hike at Red Cliffs campground which is just outside Leeds, UT. You can find
directions, maps and information about this area at:

http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/st__george/recreation/day_use_areas/red_cliffs_recreation.html

This was a very fun short day hike perfect for kids. You walk upstream along the wash until you
come to a canyon. There are steps cut in the rock and a rope at one place in the trail to allow
you to continue up the canyon past a small waterfall. We went with my sister’s family and Kalyn
and her friend from school. The kids were a little nervous about climbing the rock and using the
foot holds but with a little help they made it. Even if you don’t go past this point it is still worth
the hike. You can also hike to some ruins and an old homestead. It’s definitely worth a stop if
you are in the area.
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Zion National Park – Kolob Canyon
There is a lesser known section of Zion National Park along I-15 south of Cedar City, UT. A trail
from here will lead you to one of the longest arches in the world. We didn’t hike to this arch but
we found some short canyons to hike among the massive cliffs. We finished just as a storm
rolled in. Find more information at: https://www.nps.gov/zion/planyourvisit/kolob-canyons.htm

Hiking a small side canyon in Kolob Canyon

St. George
Before heading back to grandmas and
grandpas in Meadow for Easter, we visited the
St. George Temple visitor center and the St.
George children’s museum. The kids love both.
The kids love all the exhibits in the temple
visitor center and walking around the grounds.
we always leave uplifted and grateful for what
we have.
The children’s museum asks for a donation to
enter. There are many fun things for the kids
to do as you’ll see in the photos. We love St.
George for spring break because it seems to be
just the right temperature for hiking. Coming
from the long winter in Idaho, it’s a treat.

Visiting the Children’s Museum in St. George

We headed back to Meadow to celebrate Easter and Madilyn’s birthday. It’s always fun when
the cousins get together!

