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July 24, 2009
I drove down to Nevada for my Talbot family reunion which included my parents and
siblings. We camped at one of the campgrounds and had several activities planned. The
activity that got me excited was climbing Wheeler Peak.
Wheeler Peak is the second highest peak in Nevada at 13,063’. Boundary Peak on the
California border is the highest at 13,140’. The trailhead starts near the campground at
the end of the Wheeler Peak scenic drive in Great Basin National Park. The trailhead is at
10,000’ making it a 4 mile and a 3,000’ climb to the summit.

The drive up to Wheeler Peak

Great Basin National Park offers other great activities such as hiking to a glacier, Lehman
Caves and hiking to a couple of alpine lakes to fish.

Two of my brothers were fishing the day I arrived. They caught Brook Trout, Rainbow,
Bonneville Cutthroat & Lahontan Cutthroat from Baker Lake and a couple of streams.
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It was great seeing all the family that is scattered among Utah, Arizona and Idaho. I
especially enjoyed the dutch oven chicken and potatoes that my father is famous for. All
the cousins love getting together. We saw Turkeys, Mule Deer, Antelope and I even saw
a Ringtail Cat run across the road which is rare.
My Brother and Sister-in-law and I decided to get up early and hike to the summit of
Wheeler Peak. It is common for storm clouds to develop in the afternoon so we got up
early to avoid the sun and weather. It was a beautiful morning as we began our hike
across the meadow. As we began to climb the steep trail above tree line it started to get
chilly and windy but we were prepared. The scenery was beautiful among the craggy
cliffs, alpine lakes and desert valley below. There were many different ecosystems that
we passed through between our drive from camp and the summit.
One of the highlights of the climb was seeing 17 Mule Buck among a group of 25 deer on
the grassy slopes above tree line. We soon reached the summit to beautiful views of
alpine lakes below and canyons to the south. Luckily the weather was calm and we could
enjoy the rest at the top as we watched several people begin the climb at the base of the
mountain.
We all felt a sense of accomplishment at the highest elevation we’ve ever been.
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At the summit of 13,063’ Wheeler Peak

