Utah/Arizona Borderlands
March 28 – April 1, 2011
Spring break couldn’t have come sooner. It’s been a wet cold spring and a long winter here in
Boise. The weather cooperated nicely in southern Utah & northern Arizona with temperatures
in the 70’s most of the week. This was a long anticipated trip that everyone was excited for. We
were able to visit lots of family, tour some amazing National Parks, hike some slot canyons, and
we topped it off with a trip to the LDS General Conference in Salt Lake City.
Itinerary:
Mar. 24‐27: Visited my parents & family
Mar. 28: Visited Zion National Park with my sister’s family
Mar. 29: Rode with my brother in his State Patrol car. Saw my first California Condor.
Mar. 30: Visited Grand Canyon National Park with my brother’s family
Mar. 31: Glen Canyon Dam, Horseshoe Bend, Lake Powell, Antelope Canyon tour
April 1: Wire Pass/Buckskin Gulch hike, Movie set in Kanab, Rock shops in Orderville
April 2: Visited my parents
April 3: Attended Music and the Spoken Word (Tabernacle Choir) & General Conference
Weeping Rock – Zion National Park

After visiting family and friends in
Meadow, we traveled to Cedar City on
Sunday evening to stay with Andy & Jenny
(my sister). The girls loved seeing their
cousins again. They gave us a tour of their
new home and we visited for the evening.
On Monday morning we both traveled to
Zion National Park. Andy and I took three
hours to hike to Angel’s Landing while the
kids earned their Junior Ranger badge at
the visitor center and had a picnic.
Angel’s Landing is a stunning hike. It is a
5m roundtrip hike with a 1400’ elevation
gain. The first two miles is a paved path
including the steep stretch named
Walters Wiggles. It is carved out of the
side of the cliff in some places. The last ½
mile is a steep narrow ridge that will take
your breath away. It’s not only the
scenery that will take your breath away.
The last half mile includes a chain to hold onto so that you don’t drop off either edge as you
make your way to the landing. Andy and I both loved the challenge and the views from the top.
It is one of the premier hikes in America’s National Park system.

Negotiating the ridge on the Angel’s Landing trail

Once we arrived back at the visitor center the girls were ready to explore the park. We hiked
the trail to Weeping Rock and Riverside Walk which leads to the Narrows. The girls loved the
grandeur of the red and white Canyon. They also loved the lizards, deer and birds they saw.
They had never seen a Brown Creeper before as they noticed it creeping up and down the trunk
looking for insects. We saw Pine Siskin, Says Phoebe, Black Phoebe, Lesser Goldfinch, Hawks,
and a Wild Turkey.
They also liked driving through the tunnel and walking on the slick rock on the other side. It felt
like spring with the warm sun and blossoming trees. The girls loved it! They said goodbye to
their cousins knowing they would see them again in June. Andy and I are going to hike the
Narrows which is a world famous slot canyon hike and another premier trail in the national park
system.

Riverside Walk trail in Zion National Park

Our next stop took us to Page, AZ where we stayed with my brother Cody and his wife Jody.
Again, the cousins were eager to play together as my brother and I caught up on the past. We
toured Glen Canyon Dam the following morning.

An overlook near Glen Canyon Dam

Cody who is an Arizona State Trooper worked that afternoon so he approved me to go on a ride
along with him. The cousins played and the wives relaxed as Cody showed me his territory. He
kept busy pulling people over going 80 in a 65 mph zone. We drove over to Antelope Point on
Lake Powell to escort a house boat down the highway. We then drove down to the southern
portion of his area and we stopped at Lees Ferry and Marble Canyon. We saw two California
Condors fly up the canyon and land on the rafters at Navajo Bridge. We saw numbers 70 & 73.
All Condors are marked with a number for tracking. You can view their history online. I also set
my new land speed record but will refrain from divulging that information. It was a fun day
other than I got car sick.

Can you see the two California Condors sitting on Navajo Bridge?
Kylie taking the wheel of the patrol car &
The Colorado River below Glen Canyon Dam

We went with Cody’s family to the Grand Canyon on Wednesday. We stopped at the Little
Colorado overlook just before the park. One of the girl’s favorite activities of the trip was
picking out some Navajo Jewelry at the roadside stands at the overlook. They were excited with
a matching necklace and bracelet that they could keep as a souvenir.

We soon entered the Grand Canyon. We first stopped at Desert View to walk to the top of the
tower. We saw our first glimpse of the Grand Canyon. It was spectacular but not my favorite
views of the canyon. After eating lunch here we stopped at the Tusayan Ruin & Museum which
was just OK. Our next stop was the main visitor center in Grand Canyon Village. The girls
wanted to earn their Junior Ranger badge so we decided to take the bus to Bright Angel
overlook to see the Ranger program on Condors. It was a very interesting presentation on the
rim of the canyon. The best part was seeing a Condor fly over during the presentation. There is
a 50% chance of seeing a Condor during the presentation and it was our lucky day. All the girls
saw it and thought it was pretty neat. They thought it was cool that the baby Condors were fed
with puppets that looked like their moms. Throughout the day we also saw Deer, Elk, Lizards,

and a few birds like the Juniper Titmouse & Western Scrub Jay. Once we saw the sunset clear
the horizon we headed back to Page for Cody’s pulled pork sandwiches. Yum!

The family at Mather Point – Grand Canyon National Park

Thursday was a day of mixed emotions. My wife and I spent the morning at the doctor’s office
with Kylie and Madilyn who turned 1 today. Both were not feeling well but Kylie was diagnosed
with Strep. I saw my first Great‐Tailed Grackle at the doctor’s office to add some excitement to
the morning. It wasn’t until after lunch that we could hit the sites but we made up for it that
afternoon.
Cody and I took the girls to the Hanging Garden which was a short hike to an Oasis near the
Dam Visitor Center. It was hot out so we hiked down to the water at Lake Powell to dip our
feet. I think that was one of the girl’s favorite activities on the trip. It was a hot 80 degrees out
so the dip felt refreshing after the hike. They found a few shells along the water which the
smaller girls loved. We also had a rock skipping contest after I showed them some secret tips. I
think seven skips took the prize.

Walking back from our dip in Lake Powell

Jacie at Horseshoe Bend on the Colorado River

Kalyn and I at Antelope Canyon – picture taken by Martin (our Navajo guide)

After we finished swimming at Lake Powell we headed back to the house for a refresher. Kalyn
and I went on a tour to Antelope Canyon http://www.antelopecanyon.com. It is a spectacular
slot canyon with cool formations and lighting. Our Navajo guide still took Kalyn and I even
though the other group we were with cancelled. He showed us the different locations & camera
techniques to capture the lighting. He also took us to the backside of the canyon to see if we
could see a Bobcat since we had extra time. He noticed a new set of tracks which meant there
was one close by. We didn’t have any luck but it was fun learning from him. Kalyn loved it!
None of the girls wanted to do any more hiking but I still had one more place just outside town
that I wanted to see before dinner and the birthday party for Madilyn. Since Jacie didn’t want
me to go alone she came with me and we did a short hike to Horseshoe Bend. Horseshoe Bend
is an entrenched meander on the Colorado River several miles below the dam. It is a fabulous
overlook. I saw many pictures of it around Page.
We got back just in time to barbeque
hamburgers & hotdogs out on the patio. Cody
lives on the rim so he has a real nice view of
the valley including the dam, Lake Powell &
the Colorado River Gorge. The girls jumped on
the trampoline as we watched the sunset
disappear over the horizon. Aunt Jody made a
birthday cake for Madilyn so we went inside
and celebrated her first birthday. We also
celebrated her birthday the next evening at
Grandma’s house. I think she’s old enough to
realize that she was getting a lot of attention.
We headed back to Meadow on Friday morning after saying goodbye. We had a wonderful time
in Page, AZ visiting my brother and his family. It is something the kids will always remember.
On the way home I talked my wife into giving me an hour to hike through Wire Pass to the
confluence with Buckskin Gulch. The road, the dry canyon and weather were in prime condition
for this hike. There are no guarantees that you can just show up and hike a slot canyon and
being so far from home my wife told me to hurry. It was a 3.5m roundtrip hike, the last ½ mile
being Wire Pass, which meant I ran down the wash from the trailhead to get to the canyon. One
man yelled “Is there something we need to know”. I laughed and said “No, I have an hour”.
Wire Pass was spectacular. I’ll return to hike Buckskin Gulch with Andy which is the longest slot
canyon in the world. I can’t thank my wife enough for letting me witness this marvel.

Wire Pass http://www.americansouthwest.net/slot_canyons/wire_pass/canyon.html

We stopped at an old movie set in Kanab where several westerns were filmed and some rock
shops in Orderville on our way to Meadow. The girls had a lot of fun!

After visiting with Grandpa and
Grandma on Friday night and Saturday,
we drove to a hotel in Salt Lake City to
go to General Conference the next
morning. We were going to stay with
cousins but one of my daughters came
down with pneumonia. We were
reminded that spring break was over
when we awoke to a few inches of
snow in the morning.

Waiting for Music & the Spoken Word (Tabernacle Choir) and General Conference at the conference center

This was my four oldest daughters first time to attend conference and listen to the Prophet
speak live. It was a great way to end an awesome vacation. There were several lifetime
memories we experienced on this trip together. It was a great family vacation that was worth
all the sacrifice to make it happen.

