Spring Break 2013
We decided to stay home for spring break this year with the exception of an overnight stay with
grandma and grandpa across the valley. I took a couple days off work to go explore some local
hikes and attractions designed for the family. All these attractions are along or near the Snake
River between Kuna and Marsing, ID. These destinations included Swan Falls Dam, Snake River
Canyon overlook, Dedication Point, Celebration Park, Cleo’s Nature Trail & Museum, fossil
collecting near Murphy, Owyhee County Museum, Jump Creek and Lizard Butte.

Cleo’s Museum at Walter’s Ferry

Two years ago for spring break we went to Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona and Lake
Powell and Zion National Park in Utah. Last year we went to Moab, UT and visited Arches and
Canyonlands National Park as well as Goblin Valley. We were in the mood for a staycation this
year and our local area provided some nice destinations. We didn’t visit a National Park but we
did enjoy the simplicity of these trips. It was very relaxing.

Day 1: Swan Falls, Celebration Park & Cleo’s Nature Trail & Museum
The first day included many attractions along the Western Heritage Historic Byway. We spent
the night at grandma & grandpas and they came along for the trip. The girls were excited to use
their walking sticks that grandpa made for them. Our first stop was at Cleo’s Nature Trail &
Museum at Walter’s Ferry where hwy45 crosses the Snake River 16 miles south of Nampa, ID.
The museum is a quaint, peaceful setting along the Snake River that everyone enjoyed. The
buildings were closed but along the trail you’ll find Peacocks, bronze statues, an Africa safari, an
enchanted forest, a replica of Christ’s tomb and a spiritual journey as you read signs of religious
and inspiring thoughts. It is a very fascinating and enjoyable place to take the family.

We went to Celebration Park for our second stop. Highlights include a walking tour of the
petroglyphs, a stroll across Guffey Railroad Bridge and a view of a Golden Eagle’s nest on the
cliffs through the spotting scope at the visitor’s center. A great family hike which we did not
take due to the wind is Halverson Lakes. We hiked it a few years back and had an enjoyable
time. Due to the wind we also didn’t learn how to throw an Atlatl which is provided at the Atlatl
range. It was the Native Americans way of throwing a spear or arrow. Maybe next time!

Checking out the petroglyphs at Celebration Park

Celebration Park is a great place to fish for warm water species such as Small Mouth Bass,
Catfish, Carp and the iconic Sturgeon. It is also part of the Idaho Birding Trail and within the
Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Area. It was set aside for its unique
environment that supports one of the world's most dense concentrations of nesting birds of
prey. Falcons, eagles, hawks and owls are found here in unique profusion and variety.
Something unique about this landscape is the large boulders strewn about by the Bonneville
flood. It’s a great place to explore and search for petroglyphs where natives use to camp in the
winter.

Guffey Bridge

Halverson Lakes

The last stop of the
day was a late picnic
at Swan Falls Dam.
There are picnic tables
and restrooms
surrounded by lawn
on the edge of the
reservoir. We were
hoping the wind
would calm but it
ended up blowing our
food off the table so
most resorted to
eating in vehicles. It
made for some great
memories. After we
ate we walked across the dam to the other side of the river. Wees Bar, the largest petroglyph
field in the state is just 6 miles downstream. It makes for a great overnighter with the scouts. If
you plan ahead you can schedule a free tour of the dam.
A view of Swan Falls Dam from the Snake River Overlook before plummeting into the canyon

On the way home we stopped at Dedication Point. There is a trail to an overlook of the Snake
River Canyon. It is a great place to see Prairie Falcons. We saw four diving in the air and along
the cliffs while we were there. We are still in the Snake River Birds of Prey National
Conservation Area. There are interpretive signs along the trail that tell you about the area. If
you’re interested in seeing raptors then the Swan Falls canyon area is one of the best places in
the world to look for them in the spring. You can find many nesting on the cliffs. I’ve seen
almost every raptor this place has to offer on my hikes to the area.

Looking for Prairie Falcons from Dedication Point

Heading from Swan Falls back to Kuna you’ll see a little butte called Initial Point. It is a volcanic
cone rising from the Snake River Plain. It is from this point that every piece of land in Idaho was
referenced by direction and distance (Public Land Survey System) when surveyors mapped the
state. There is a brass survey marker on top of the butte if you care to take a short hike. Check
out your legal description if you own land in Idaho and the township, range and section will give
you an idea of how far away you live from this location.

Initial Point – The reference point of Idaho’s land descriptions

Day 2: Fossil hunting, Owyhee County Museum, Jump Creek & Lizard Butte
It turned out to be a beautiful day to hunt for fossils and go hiking. We went to a place just
outside Murphy along a hillside just below a ledge of rock. We had a pick and garden shovels to
sort through the rock and sand. We found several fish vertebrate, snails and petrified wood.

Hunting for fossils in the hills above Murphy

The girls really enjoyed the challenge of finding fossils and they found many. After an hour of
searching we stopped by the Owyhee County Museum. It was a fun museum with exhibits that
covered the history of Owyhee County.
After the museum we headed to Marsing to a little pizza joint along the Snake River called Spot
Pizza. It hit the spot! The girls also enjoyed time playing on the playground equipment at the
city park.

A photo of some of the fossils we found near Murphy

After our break in Marsing we headed to Jump Creek just southwest of town. It is a short hike
to a surprisingly beautiful waterfall and pool. It’s a nice little desert oasis. Watch out for the
Poison Ivy and Ticks if you go wandering off trail.
After Jump Creek, we took another short hike to the top of Lizard Butte which you can see on
the east side of the river from downtown Marsing. It is a great place to get great views of the
orchards and wine country especially in blossom. At the top is a big cross which seemed like the
perfect place to end our trip on Easter weekend. We had a great time close to home this year.
If interested, and you’re near Murphy, you can walk a section of the Oregon Trail (south
alternate) near Sinker Creek. I hiked up the old stage coach road and saw wagon ruts in the
sandstone left behind by early travelers. It was the most difficult part of the trail on the south
alternate. Just follow Murphy Flat Road to the end and down the hill on a dirt road and you’ll
see the stage coach road. Just to the east along the highway between Oreana & Grandview on
Weese Road you’ll find the Utter Party Massacre Marker. These locations have a lot of history.

Jump Creek Trailhead
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The Oregon Trail (south Alternate) – old stage coach road and wagon ruts near Sinker Creek

Oregon Trail (south alternate) – Utter Party Massacre highway sign and site marker

