Snow Canyon State Park
& Kanarra Creek Canyon
Spring Break 2014 - St. George, UT

We decided to visit family and travel to the St. George area for spring break this year.
Itinerary
Saturday, March 22: Travel to Meadow
Sunday, March 23: Meadow
Monday, March 24: Meadow
Tuesday, March 25: Cove Fort https://www.lds.org/locations/cove-fort-historic-site
Wednesday, March 26: Snow Canyon State Park, Virgin River Trail
http://stateparks.utah.gov/park/snow-canyon-state-park
Thursday, March 27: St. George Historic Sites http://www.utah.com/stgeorge/historic_sites.htm
Temple Visitor Center, Tabernacle, Brigham Young home & Jacob Hamblin home
Children’s Museum http://www.sgchildrensmuseum.org
Tonaquint Nature Center http://www.sgcity.org/recreation/facilities/tonaquint.php
Santa Clara River Reserve http://www.blm.gov/pgdata/etc/medialib/blm/ut/st__george_fo/recreation/trails/santa_clara_river.Par.49120.File.dat/SCRR_brochure.pdf

Friday, March 28: Cedar City - Kanarra Creek Canyon
http://www.americansouthwest.net/slot_canyons/kanarra_creek/canyon.html

Saturday, March 29: Nykel’s baptism in Cedar City
Sunday, March 30: Travel home

Snow Canyon State Park – Petrified Dunes Trail

We enjoyed visiting family
and friends in Meadow.
It’s feels good to get
home and catch up on
how everyone is doing.
One of the past times I
enjoy in Meadow is
driving up the canyon
with my dad to look at
deer and birds. I always
make a stop at the
Meadow Cemetery. Some
of the most influential
and inspiring people in my
life are buried there.
A Mountain Bluebird seen at Meadow Cemetery
After our stay in Meadow, we left our dog Cosmo with mom and dad (thanks a ton!) and
headed to Cedar City to stay with my sister Jenny. Along the way, we stopped for a tour of Cove
Fort. My girls enjoyed learning how people lived in those days.

One of the highlights of the trip was hiking in Snow Canyon State Park with Andy and Jenny just
outside St. George, UT. We hiked the Hidden Pinyon and Petrified Dunes trails. The girls loved
climbing the red rock and finding caves to hide in while looking for lizards. We enjoyed a picnic
at the campground and kicking a soccer ball around on the grass.

A view from the cliffs above St. George on the way to Snow Canyon State Park

Hidden Pinyon Trail at Snow Canyon State Park

Hidden Pinyon Trail at Snow Canyon State Park

Petrified Dunes Trail at Snow Canyon State Park

We had a great time at Snow Canyon State Park. On our way back, the girls noticed the location
where High School Musical was filmed. We entered the Entrada at Snow Canyon gated golf
community so the girls could look around. The girls were excited about all the locations they
identified from the movie and I was excited to see my first Roadrunner.
After checking in to the hotel and getting hot dogs at Costco, my wife dropped me off at the
Virgin River Trailhead while the girls shopped the outlet stores - a win-win for both of us. We
only spent a few hours at the store and trail because the girls anticipated swimming in the
heated outdoor pool for the evening. Good thing it was heated because it was cold by St.
George standards. I hiked down the Virgin River riparian area looking for wildlife and birds.
We spent a fun evening swimming in the pool. We stayed up late so the girls slept in. I took this
prime opportunity to get up early and hike in the Santa Clara River Reserve. The desert scenery
was spectacular. It was amazing hiking in a location with different vegetation and wildlife. It
was a great way to start out the day. I was back to the hotel by 10:00am and the girls were
ready to start a new day.

Scenes from the Santa Clara River Reserve – Tukupetsi Trailhead

Today was dedicated to
seeing the LDS Church
historical sites. We started
out by visiting the Jacob
Hamblin home. He was
known as the friend to the
Indians. It was amazing to
hear of his story and all
the miracles that
happened in his life as he
devoted his life to God.
While in the area, we also
visited the Santa Clara
downtown historic district
which also had many
preserved historic
buildings and plaques to
read about the history of
the area.
Jacob Hamblin Home
We were ready for lunch by this time so we stopped for Domino’s pizza we saw along the way
and took it to a nearby park for some running around. After ice cream at Artic Circle we headed
to the Brigham Young Summer Home for a tour. It was neat to learn about pioneer life.

We continued our tour to the Tabernacle. It was from this pulpit that President Snow gave his
promise to the Saints that the drought would end if they paid their tithing. We also learned that
it was Mitt Romney’s grandfather that built the spiral stair case that took two years to build.

St. George Tabernacle

We also visited the Temple Visitor Center. The girls loved all the flowers at the temple grounds.
Their favorite memory was sitting down with a Sister from Germany and discussing the
importance of families after seeing the presentation on families. There wasn’t a dry eye in the
room as the Holy Spirit bore witness to these truths. All of my girls were able to recognize and
understand what they were feeling. It was a great finally to a spiritual afternoon.

The girls also had a great time at the Children’s Museum.

My favorite hike of the trip was the Kanarra Creek Slot Canyon with Cami and Jacie.
http://www.americansouthwest.net/slot_canyons/kanarra_creek/canyon.html

The water was painfully cold and better left for summer but I couldn’t wait. There are three
slots along the creek and we made it through two. We got stopped at the second chokestone.
The ladder and ropes had been demolished and lots of water was coming over. I think I could
have made it but I didn’t want to get wet since it was freezing cold water. We followed a pair of
American Dippers most the way up the canyon. A ½ day is plenty of time to complete this hike.
We made our way back to Cedar City to join the rest of the family. Many were coming to town
for my niece’s baptism. Andy and Jenny did a great job hosting so many people. It was fun
watching a different movie with Andy every night on his surround sound. We celebrated
Madilyn’s birthday a few days early so everyone could join in the fun.
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Madilyn’s 4 birthday

Spending time with the family was a great way to end the trip. Many more great memories
were created and relationships strengthened as we spent time together.
St. George is another great area to explore in southern Utah’s plethora of outdoor destinations!

Opening Madilyn’s presents

Kensley at the park in St. George

