Yosemite, Big Sur Coast & Channel Islands National Park
My wife and I drove to San Diego, CA to a GIS conference in July, 2015. We went a few days
early to see some sites along the way. The highlights were Mono Lake, Yosemite National Park,
Big Sur coast and Channel Islands National Park. It was a great getaway for us.

My wife and I at Glacier Point with views of half-dome

South Tufa’s at Mono Lake

Itinerary
Friday, July 17: drive to Lee Vining, CA and visit Mono Lake
Saturday, July 18: Drive to Marina, CA with a stop at Yosemite National Park. Monterey Bay
Sunday, July 19: Drive to San Diego, CA via Big Sur Coast and take the Channel Islands NP
wildlife tour to Anacapa Island out of Oxnard, CA
Monday – Thursday: San Diego GIS Conference – San Diego Temple, La Jolla, Mormon Battalion
Historic Site, Imperial Beach
Friday, July 24: Drive to Topaz Lake, NV and stop at Mammoth Lakes & Devils Postpile National
Monument
Saturday, July 25: Drive home to our family reunion
Day 1 – South Tufa’s at Mono Lake
After driving from Boise to Lee Vining we spent the afternoon exploring the south Tufa area at
Mono Lake. Tufa’s are limestone pillars formed underwater but can be seen now because of
the low lake level. They are formed by underwater springs rich in calcium that comes in contact
with carbonates in the lake. A chemical reaction occurs resulting in calcium carbonate which
settles out as a solid forming a tufa tower. Some have grown to heights of 30 feet. It is quite a
unique site to behold. We also drove the scenic June Lake loop in the evening on our way back
to the hotel. It was a beautiful drive up the canyon past a few lakes and the development that
surrounds them. We also enjoyed the Mono Lake visitor center in Lee Vining.

Day 2 – Yosemite National Park, Marina State Beach and Monterey Bay
We got into the park early in the morning which made it nice because there was very little
traffic. By 11:00am when we were leaving it was jam packed. Our main goal was to see a few
places that we were unable to visit on our family trip to Yosemite in 2008 due to snow in the
high country that closed roads. Our main objective was driving over the pass on Tioga Road
through Tuolumne Meadows and then to Glacier Point. We visited Yosemite Valley and its
waterfalls and Mariposa Grove on our first trip. The scenery is spectacular which brings many
people. It can get very crowded so it can be frustrating when you can’t find parking. I’d like to
hike Half-dome one day but getting a permit can be very difficult. This place is very inspiring!

Yosemite Valley below El Capitan

It was pretty dry early October of 2008 so there wasn’t much water coming over the falls. The
snow in the park in October 2008 made us change our trip to come back over Donner Pass near
Reno instead of over Tioga Pass to Lee Vining. I was very disappointed so I’m glad we could
make it on this trip.
We arrived in Marina late afternoon and enjoyed a long stroll on the uncrowded beach (people
anyway). See video: https://www.flickr.com/photos/120225686@N06/20016769352/in/datetaken
Marina State Beach went on forever. We saw Vultures eating a Seal Carcass and hundreds of
Seagulls.
That evening we went to Fisherman’s Warf in Monterey Bay. The thing I remember most was
seeing all the Harbor Seals. I also remember the Clam Chowder. After a brief walk through the
area we drove down to Lover’s Point Park and then along Sunset Drive to Point Pinos
Lighthouse to watch the sunset. That was a very memorable evening sitting on the bench by my
Strolling down Fisherman’s Warf
wife.

Another great attraction is Monterey Bay is the aquarium and Cannery Row. I took my family
there in 2004 on our trip to San Francisco. We drove the 17 mile drive through Pebble Beach
until we got to Carmel. I remember seeing the “Lone Cyprus” and Sea Otters in the ocean at
Carmel Beach. The drive back up the coastline to San Francisco was also memorable. There are
many fun things to do in the area.

Sunset at Lover’s Point Park

Day 3 – Big Sur Coastline & Channel Islands National Park
The drive down highway 1 past Big Sur was spectacular. It is a slow windy road in places but has
very beautiful views of the ocean. The road and bridges are an engineering marvel. There are
many view points along the way where you can pull over and admire the scenery. One of the
biggest surprises along this journey were the Elephant Seals at Piedras Blancas near San
Simeon. Watching them brawl was a treat. See video:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/120225686@N06/20038449125/in/datetaken

Elephant Seals at Piedras Blancas near San Simeon

Our last stop of the day was a wildlife cruise out of Oxnard, CA. We took the 3 hour cruise that
takes you out to Anacapa Island, which is part of Channel Islands National Park. Anacapa is
known for its scenic arch and lighthouse. We saw one Humpback Whale that breached,
Dolphins, Sea Lions & Harbor Seals. The following is a list of birds I saw with the help of our
guide: http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S24332825 . The island has a large rookery of
Western Gulls and Brown Pelicans. I saw several birds I’d never seen before. These Pelagic trips
are tough for in landers like me that rarely makes it to the ocean. It was a relaxing trip after the
windy drive down the coast and city traffic.

Anacapa Island

Days 4-7 – San Diego: San Diego GIS Conference, San Diego LDS Temple, La Jolla, Mormon
Battalion Visitor Center & Historic Site, Imperial Beach
My wife and I stayed in a hotel on Coronada Island and took the ferry over to the GIS
Conference each day to the Convention Center. The views of San Diego’s skyline is amazing!

Coronado Ferry Landing where we caught the ferry to San Diego each day

I really enjoyed the conference to better improve my GIS (Geographic Information Systems)
skills. Each evening my wife and I did something fun. We drove down to Imperial Beach one
evening to walk out on the peir. It’s fun watching the fisherman and trying some fish at the
restaurant at the end of the pier. One of the highlights was being able to see some Black
Skimmers flying down the beach. They fly with their mouths open and lower bill in the water
scooping up food. It’s pretty amazing to watch. See video of Black Skimmers scooping up food:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/120225686@N06/19825701508/in/datetaken

My wife at the San Diego Convention Center

One evening we went to Old Town for some Mexican food and to see the new exhibit at the
Mormon Battalion Historic Site. We had a lot of fun at the interactive exhibit. It was great to
learn about the long march from Iowa and why they made the trip. It was fun!
https://www.lds.org/locations/san-diego-mormon-battalion-historic-site?lang=eng&_r=1

My wife and I took another opportunity to visit the San Diego LDS Temple. I love going to the
temple to remind me of the covenants I made with my Savior to live his commandments. I love
the feeling of peace and closeness to heaven I feel each time I go. I know the lord is mindful of
each of us and we can know him if we seek him. Our time is short here on earth and his
atonement has the power to heal and correct all the wrongs for the eternities. All he requires is
our best effort and I know he’ll take care of the rest as we strive to come unto him.

More on LDS Temples: https://www.lds.org/church/temples?lang=eng

La Jolla sunset

I met my brother from another mother at the big ESRI conference party. He’s from the Turks and Caicos Islands

The last night in San Diego was the big party. We had it at a new park down by the bay. They
opened up the ships for us to look at. We walked through a Russian Submarine and boarded the
Star of India as well as a few other ships. There were lots of games and great food. It ended
with fireworks. It’s always a good time.

Views of the city from the ferry

Day 8 – Mammoth Lakes & Postpile National Monument
On our way to our last hotel in Topaz Lake, NV we passed Mt Whitney (highest peak in the
lower 48 - 14,505’). I really want to climb it someday soon. How ironic that it’s right next to
Death Valley National Park (hottest and lowest point in the lower 48 - 282’ below sea level).

A view of Mt Whitney

We later stopped by Mammoth Lakes and took the bus up to Devil’s Postpile National
Monument. It was fun to see the area. I’d like to hike up to the lakes near the Pinnacles
someday as well. My hiking destinations keep getting further and further away as I continue to
cross off local hikes from my wish list.
It was an awesome trip but at this point (much sooner for my wife) we were excited to get back
and see the kids. Thanks mom and dad for watching them! We would be home the next day
and meet them at my wife’s family reunion.
So many places to see here in the west. We are blessed!
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