Owyhee Hikes
February & April, 2009
I did a 22 mile loop hike along the Snake River at Swan Falls to view petroglyphs and to
find locations to fish for Bass, Catfish and Crappie later in the summer. I also explored
several slot canyons along the Owyhee front. These canyons include West Shoofly Creek,
Castle Creek, Browns Creek and Hart Creek which have all been reported to harbor
Redband Trout. I’ve found the Owyhee’s to be a great place to hike in the spring. One of
the highlights was seeing Bighorn Sheep, Antelope & Mule Deer all on the same hike.
Another highlight was discovering a Sage Grouse lek of about 15 birds early one morning
while hiking over to West Shoofly Creek.
I began my adventures in the Owyhee’s last spring with some quality hikes in the
Bruneau River, Jacks Creek, and the East Fork Owyhee River. Even though the hikes this
year don’t compare to the awesome hikes from last spring, I still thought I’d mention
them. I have other quality hikes planned later in the spring when they’re accessible.
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Swan Falls
I never found the Swan Falls area interesting enough to hike until I heard about Wees
Bar, the largest petroglyph field in the state. Besides, where else can you hike in
February?

Swan Falls Dam

To get to Wees Bar, cross the dam and hike almost 6 miles downstream. You’ll hike
uphill and upstream for a little bit before heading downstream. The petroglyphs are
located on large rocks next to the trail. Wees Bar is directly across the river from the
large pipe going up the cliffs on the other side of the river. The pipe leaving the pump
station is also the end of the road along the canyon bottom.
There are many good flats along the way that give me incentive to try fly fishing for
Carp. Hooking a Carp on a fly rod would be one of the few things that might keep me off
the mountain for a day during the summer.
I continued on down the river to Guffey Bridge at Celebration Park. I saw a few more
petroglyphs along the way. There are roadside petroglyphs at Celebration Park that you
can see for a small fee. On the way upriver along the trail on the north side I stopped at
Halverson Lakes that also harbor some Bass and Crappie. I didn’t attempt to do any
fishing this early in the season even though I did see a few fishermen along the river.
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I made my way back up to the dam completing a 22 mile hike. During the hike which is
in the Birds of Prey National Conservation Area, I saw a Bald Eagle, Golden Eagle,
Peregrine Falcon, Hawks, Ravens and Vultures.
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West Shoofly Creek
I hiked over to West Shoofly Creek off Mud Flat Road one early morning in early April.
There was a fresh thin dusting of snow on the ground which added some variety to the
hike. I hiked over to get a view of the canyon. It wasn’t anything real spectacular but it
turned out to be a memory that I will not forget. About halfway to the canyon I came
across a Sage Grouse Lek. There were several males strutting there stuff and puffing out
there chests while the females watched. It is a neat thing to see in the wild especially
when you aren’t expecting it. Reports say that there are Redband Trout in the stream but I
did not hike down into the canyon to check it out.
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Castle Creek & Browns Creek
The rivers were running muddy after three days of rain. I just stopped at overlooks on
Castle Creek but I hiked into Browns Creek and didn’t see any Redband Trout. They are
reported to be there but I couldn’t see any due to the water conditions. I wasn’t able to
hike through the main slot canyon of Browns Creek due to the water level and threat of
flash floods so I hiked the rim. It is a very narrow deep slot canyon which would be fun
to explore during the right conditions. The excitement from this trip was seeing Bighorn
Sheep, Antelope and Mule Deer all on the same hike. I covered a lot of miles checking
out some nearby canyons as well.
Hart Creek
Hart Creek is another deep narrow slot canyon with a few small waterfalls. Due to the
rain I was unable to hike the main slot so I hiked the rim. I did see a few Redband at a
few access points. Hart, Castle and Browns Creeks are all just outside Oreana, ID and
show up on the Topo map. The main slot canyons cut through the main front ridge that
you can see from town. Don’t try the roads when wet!
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