Date
Location
Fish Species
Fish Caught
Flies Used
Techniques
Comments

Time
Early May 2008
All day
Weather
Big Jacks Creek & Duncan Creek
Windy & Cloudy
Size Range Under 6”
Redband Trout
A few Redband Trout
Small dries
Just get a dry fly on the water. They’re not picky.
You can’t beat the Owyhees for a spring adventure in southwest Idaho

It was another fine adventure in the Owyhees at Zeno Canyon/Duncan Creek and Big
Jacks Creek via the BLM Parker trail. You can find directions and trail descriptions on
the BLM website: http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/fo/bruneau/recreation/hikes/bathtub.html
Scott, a Wildlife Disease Biologist in my office, and I left early in hopes of finding and
catching some native Redbands in some unfamiliar territory. Catching a Redband would
be a first for Scott. I caught my first Redband a few weeks ago on Little Jacks Creek (see
2008 Little Jacks Creek article).
Duncan Creek

After 15 miles of good gravel road and 6 miles of questionable roads after leaving
highway 51, we arrived at our first destination of the day. We would hike in via Zeno
Canyon past Zeno Falls and make our way to Duncan Creek. Duncan Creek is the largest
tributary to Big Jacks Creek. It was a 1 mile, 460’ descent to the canyon floor.
Zeno Falls - One of the few waterfalls in the Owyhees

Instead of worrying about Poison Ivy on this trip it was the Stinging Nettle that we had to
watch out for. The Wild Rose bushes weren’t fun either. After taking in the nice views at
the head of the waterfall we made our way down beautiful Zeno Canyon to Duncan
Creek. We bushwhacked our way slowly down the canyon crisscrossing the stream and
climbing up and down the banks in search of Redband Trout. Finding the Redband was
easy. They were everywhere. The problem was finding a Redband with some size worth
throwing a fly at. They were half the size of the fish I was catching on Little Jacks Creek.
As we made our way down the canyon with no luck in finding a larger Redband, Scott
broke out his fly rod. He wanted to catch a Redband regardless of the size. I don’t blame
him. I would have done the same if it was my first.

Scott fishing Duncan Creek

After fishing a few pools, Scott caught his first 6” native Redband Trout. Getting bites
was easy but hooking fish that small took a few tries. I kept my fly rod in its case until we
found some larger fish. It is not fun hiking when you have to carry a fly rod. We tried a
few more pools with no luck of finding bigger fish.
Once we got back to the truck, we decided to hike over to the rim of nearby Cottonwood
creek via Harvey Place. There is an old building and spring with a trail that leads down to
Cottonwood Creek. We hiked to the rim for some great views but decided not to hike into
the canyon to save time for our next destination. We saw a Sage Grouse on the drive out.

Scott’s first native Redband Trout

Hiking along Duncan Creek

Duncan Creek

On our way back to highway 51 we took a short drive over to the Parker Trail which
leads down to Big Jacks Creek. It is a .5 mile 460’ descent to the canyon floor. You hike
to a canyon within a canyon on this hike. It didn’t take long before Scott was brushing off
a tic and we saw a snake. We got to see a snake with a live lizard in its mouth.

A snake with a live lizard in its mouth

We got to the bottom and found the water to be murky and flowing a little higher than a
few weeks ago. The canyon scenery was again spectacular in another secluded area of the
Owyhees. This trail would be one of the more easily accessible areas but I’ve yet to see
another person on the four hikes I’ve made into the Owyhee canyons this spring.
I walked along the river and didn’t see any fish so I wasn’t eager to pull out my fly rod
yet. Scott thought these pools were just too nice to not hold fish. He stayed and fished
while I hiked down the Canyon to explore the winding stream.
On my return having seen no fish, Scott had the luck of catching another small Redband
trout. I wouldn’t mind trying one of these areas in November when I can’t make it into
the mountains any longer. I imagine these creeks would be running low and clear if they
are accessible.

Scott fishing Big Jacks Creek

A Beaver dam on Big Jacks Creek

Big Jacks Creek

Big Jacks Creek

Once we made our way back up to the truck we decided to walk a mile or two north
along the rim to get some views down into the canyon. We were not disappointed. It was
a great end to another great day of exploring the Owyhees.

Looking down on Big Jacks Creek from the rim of the canyon

Looking down on Big Jacks Creek from the rim of the canyon

Big Jacks Creek

