Barataria Preserve

Jean Laffite National Historic Park and Preserve
New Orleans, LA – September 2014

Barataria Preserve is a good place to visit if you want a taste of Louisiana’s wild wetlands.
http://www.nps.gov/jela/barataria-preserve.htm. It was my first time in Louisiana so while I was
there I decided to take an airboat ride through the preserve. It was a great experience to see
the alligators, fauna and birds that I’m not accustomed to seeing.

New Orleans was an experience within itself. I took the city tour to see the Hurricane
destruction, neighborhoods, cemeteries, and the highlights of New Orleans. The culture,
cuisine, architecture and music were a unique experience that I really enjoyed.
I made a trip video to share my experience: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqizHeHfn8E

The following is a list of the things I enjoyed most about New Orleans:
1. Airboat Tour – I loved seeing habitat that I’ve never been in before and the creatures of the
swamp. I saw Alligators, Nutria, Herons, Egrets, Bald Eagle, Vultures and many plants I’ve never
seen. The predictable rain was right on time for our afternoon tour but luckily it dodged where
we were at. I got back to New Orleans and saw that it had poured.

2. The Cuisine – I tried many traditional dishes from New Orleans. My favorite was probably
Shrimp Creole. I also tried Crawfish Etouffee, Blackened Catfish, Shrimp Po-boy, Muffulettas,
BBQ Shrimp, Gumbo, Jambalaya, Red Beans & Rice, Grits, Shrimp Fettuccine, Green Fried
Tomatoes, and Andouille and Alligator Sausage. For desert I tried New Orleans’s famous
Pralines (cookies) and Café Du Monde’s famous Beignets (French donuts).
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3. Hurricane Katrina aftermath (city tour) – The tour is very interesting. It’s amazing learning
about some of the facts and the change and struggles that have taken place. Take the city tour!
It also takes you to a cemetery, St Charles Street, the French Quarter, downtown including a
drive by the Superdome, neighborhoods, City Park and a unique perspective on New Orleans.
Location of levee breach in lower ninth ward

Street signs on tree (new construction in background)

FEMA marking system (live, dead, missing)

4. The French Quarter – My favorites are Jackson Square, the French Market and I had to see
Bourbon Street. A stroll along the Mississippi River is worthwhile as well.
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5. The live Music – I loved listening to the Jazz and Blues but wasn’t so fond of the “noise” from
Bourbon Street. I guess it’s worth experiencing once. See link to trip video on first page for
examples.
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6. Street Cars – I liked the fact that the street cars take you down St. Charles Street to see the
architecture. You’ll also see the beads hanging in the Oak trees since this is part of the Mardi
Gras Parade route. It also takes you to the cemeteries, City Park and the French Market.
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7. Museums – I never made it to the museums but I was interested in the National WW II
museum, The Insectarium, Aquarium of the Americas, Mardi Gras World & Ogden Museum of
Southern Art.

8. City Park – It was neat seeing the oldest grove of mature live Oak trees in the world. I also
enjoyed walking around trying to identify how many different bird species I could find that I had
never seen before. I also made it to Audubon Park which was another great place for a walk.
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