Snowslide Lake
6 Annual Daddy/daughter backpacking Adventure
th

Date
Location
Fish Species
Fish Caught
Flies Used
Techniques
Comments

Time
August 10-11, 2012
Evening fishing
Weather
Snowslide Lake – McCall, ID
Clear
Size
Range
Brook Trout
8” - 10”
Several Brook Trout
Royal Wulff
Dry fly – only a few caught on spinners
My girls thought this was the best yet with all the swimming involved.

This was my sixth year doing an overnight backpacking trip with my daughters and
recently with friends from soccer. Jeff, Ken and I took our daughters on an overnight hike
to Snowslide Lake. We then canoed at the Inlet of Payette Lake, got pizza in McCall, ice
cream in Cascade and jumped off the rocks at Parnell Beach along the Payette River near
Horseshoe Bend. The girls enjoyed all the swimming making this their favorite trip.

The girls at Snowslide Lake

Cami & Hailey along the trail to Snowslide Lake

Snowslide Lake is a beautiful lake that sits below Snowslide Peak. It is a very scenic lake
but requires a relentless steep hike of 1 ½ to 2 miles. I was very proud of the girls for not
complaining and doing so well. The trailhead is about 14.5 miles up Lick Creek Road
(well maintained gravel road) east of McCall.
Snowslide Lake was actually a last minute decision since Vanity Lakes near Stanley was
on fire. There was also a fire in the Trinities taking away another option. We had to
actually add an extra hour and drive hwy95 to McCall since hwy 55 was closed due to a
fire at Banks. Despite all the fires, the air in McCall was great.
Once we reached the lake we walked the perimeter to find a campsite. There were two
other couples at the lake when we arrived and another couple that arrived that evening.
They were impressed that our girls made the hike. It is a popular lake. The scenery is
spectacular with the sheer wall of Snowslide Peak in the background. I can see why it
was called Snowslide Lake. I’m sure there are a lot of avalanches in the winter.
The lake seemed void of fish but I knew there were Brook Trout. I told the others that the
fishing should be good in the evening if it is typical of many Brook Trout Lakes I had
fished. In the meantime we pumped water, set up camp, ate, and went swimming. The
girls enjoyed jumping off the rocks at the south end of the lake.

The girls taking turns jumping into the lake

Jacie at Snowslide Lake

As the evening approached we began to see a few dimples on the water. I broke out the
fly rod and immediately had a feisty Brook Trout on the end of my line. The girls didn’t
have much luck with spinners so I’d cast my fly out and let them reel in the fish on my
fly rod. They would have rather caught them themselves but they still enjoyed this
approach. Eventually, the fish were boiling everywhere and we caught a couple dozen
fish including a few we kept for the frying pan. It was amazing how the lake turned on.

We had a wonderful time at the lake. I enjoy the opportunity to get into the outdoors with
my daughters. I’m going to keep taking them as long as they want to come. We’ve had
some enjoyable memories in years past:
2007 – Jenny Lake near Idaho City (Kalyn & Cami)
2008 – Sawtooth Lake near Stanley (Kalyn & Cami)
2009 – Shirts Lake near Cascade (Kalyn, Cami, Jacie, Brynn and uncles and cousins)
2010 – Norton Lakes near Sun Valley (Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Jeff, Jen & Julia)
2011 – Iron Bog Lake near Arco & caving at Craters of the Moon National Monument
(Kalyn, Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey, Jeff, Jen & Julia)

My daughters Cami, Jacie, Brynn, Hailey and I at Snowslide Lake

Canoeing at Payette Lake
Once we left the mountain we drove to the Inlet of Payette Lake to rent some canoes
from Backwood Adventures http://backwoodsadventuresmccall.com/Home.html
We had a great time canoeing up the scenic inlet and jumping off the rope swing. Once
we had our feel of rowing we headed into town for pizza. Getting a pizza or hamburger is
now a tradition and expectation on our trips. I’m afraid we may have just added ice cream
to the tradition this year as well.

Swimming at Parnell Beach
Highway 55 was open so after eating ice cream in Cascade we were able to take the
normal route home. We got close up views of the smoke and charred remains of the fire
near Banks before stopping at Parnell Beach to swim. My girls love swimming, floating
the river and jumping off the rocks at this beach. It was a great ending to another fun
daddy/daughter adventure.
This year will be tough to beat but there are possibilities of maybe putting a whitewater
rafting trip together after coming off the mountain next year. I hope it works out. Maybe
that will be enough incentive not to have to provide the burgers and ice cream. Yeah
right!

